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THE  79th  DIVISION  AT  MQNTFAUCON 
October  1918 

The  79th  Division,  on*  of  tho  gw— it  outfits  Wtt  to  bo  thrust  lots 
s  —Jor  engage— nt,  earned  —during  ro  proa  eh  for  Its  falluro  to  toko  Msntfso- 
con  —  tho  aornlng  of  26  Sept— bar,  thereby  wrecking  First  Arny*s  schodulo 
at  th#  start  of  tho  House  Arqonno  drive. 

Nhy  Pershing  put  his  rawest  division  in  front  of  tho  greatest  obstaclo 
la  tho  sector  ad  11  probably  aovor  bo  kao— .  With  untrained  troops  and  un¬ 
trained  staff,  operating  over  impossible  terrain,  tho  79th  novor  had  a 
chance* 

Tho  division  not  no  serious  gas  that  first  day,  little  tho  second, 
and  not  auch  aero  tho  next  two  days,  but  it  — s  enough  to  coapleta  tho 
total  disorganization  of  tho  division •  After  four  days  of  cm bat,  tho  79th 
mss  withdrawn  frea  tho  lino  and  sent  across  tho  House  to  tho  inactive  Troy- 
sector*  It  took  two  weeks  to  put  tho  divlsi—  hack  together  again. 

The  79th  was  still  in  tho  process  of  being  reorganised  oh—  —  the 
night  of  9  -  10  October  it  was  hit  by  a  —Jor  gas  boabardaent*  Two  things 
alone  so—  to  hove  saved  tho  division.  Ouing  in  part  to  tho  sorting  -  out 
process,  loss  than  1,000  a—  wore  exposed  to  tho  b— bard— nt.  And  tho 
Gor— ns  used  Lorraine  yellow  cross,  a  Bustard  gas  shall  with  a  hoary  high 
explosive  content*  Even  so,  over  25  percent  of  the—  exposed  bees—  casual- 


The  present  study  tells  the  story  of  the  Montfaucon  operation  and  the 


get  attack  that  came  as  its  anticlimax. 

A  Milt  St£l2E  Afroyt  UMEtom 

The  79th  Division  was  organized  in  the  fields  of  what  was  to  become 
Caap  Meade,  at  Atftairal,  Maryland,  on  25  August  1917.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  E. 
Kuhn,  ailitary  attache  in  Berlin  in  1915  -  16  and  briefly  Director  of  the 
Army  Mir  College,  was  given  the  coanand*  The  79th  began  its  career  as 
the  Liberty  Division  with  a  liberty  bell  its  syabol,  but  for  soae  unex¬ 
plained  reason  ended  it  with  a  silver  Lorraine  cross  in  place  of  the  bell. 

The  division  as  asseabled  for  the  first  tiae  in  aid- October  comprised 
the  157th  Brigade  under  Brig-  Gen.  William  J.  Nicholson,  made  up  of  the 
313th  ("Baltimore's  Cbm")and  314th  Infantry?  the  158th  Brigade  under  Brig. 
Gen.  Robert  H.  Novle,  with  the  315th  fftiiladelphla 's  Omn")  and  316th  Infan¬ 
try?  Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Hero's  154th  FA  Brigade  (not  to  Join  the  division 
again  until  after  the  Armistice),  and  Machine  gun,  engineer,  signal,  and 
aedical  units  and  aMaunition  and  supply  trains- 

In  November,  basic  training  completed,  French  and  British  officers 
arrived  at  Canp  Meade  to  conduct  special  courses  in  the  bayonet  and  Machine 
gun,  in  artillery  fire,  gas  defense,  intelligence,  and  engineering.  During 
the  spring  months  "stress  was  laid  upon  the  subject  of  gas  training  and  gas 
discipline."  Regimental  officers  and  NCO's,  completing  the  course  at  the 
division  gas  school,  began  explaining  to  the  troops  "the  dread  effects  of 
German  gas,"  and  drilled  them  in  donning  their  gas  masks  in  less  than  five 
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seconds. * 

with  the  departure  of  the  French  and  British  contingents ,  gas  training 
continued  under  Maj.  Edgar  S.  Linthicun,  Division  Gee  Officer  (replaced  in 
April  by  1st  Lt.  Edwin  L.  Frederick  and  by  Capt.  Arthur  B.  Clark  when  the 
division  left  for  France).  Gas  exercises  during  so-called  field  Maneuvers 
were  devoted  entirely  to  trench  discipline  under  simulated  cloud  gas  at¬ 
tacks*  with  the  enphasls  on  gas  Bask  drill  and  clearing  the  trenches  of 
gas*  Mention  was  node  of  gas  shell  bonbardnents*  but  no  word  of  Mustard 
gas  reached  the  Men,  as  is  evident  fron  their  instruction  Material  and 
the  standing  order  that  "if  no  Infantry  attack  develops  [after  a  gas  atteckj, 
get  the  Men  out  of  their  respirators  as  quickly  as  possible*"2 

The  training,  such  as  it  was,  went  for  nought.  In  July  1918  when  the 
division  woved  overseas,  alnost  65  percent  of  the  troops  it  had  trained  were 
taken  for  cadres  and  fillers  elsewhere,  and  the  15,000  recruits  lt  received 
in  the  final  six  weeks  "secured  overseas  clothing,  accoutrenents  and  rifles 

T 

J.  Frank  Berber  (Lt  Col,  CO  304th  Eng),  ed>, 

(SteinMan,  Lancaster,  Pa.  11927],  510  pp.),  p.  36. 

voliae,  hereafter  cited  as  History,  does  the  title  or  nane  of  the  Division 
Gas  Officer  appear.  The  nans  of  the  Division  Medical  Gas  Officer,  Lt  Col 
Andrew  M.  Salth,  is  listed  but  no  reports  of  his  have  been  found. 

2 

79th  Div  Gas  Def  Serv  Msaos,  Caap  Meade,  1,  14,  18  Msr  (79th  Div  Box 
3,  32- 11) i  Ltr,  DGO  79th  Div  to  C  of  Bag,  30  Apr,  subi  Monthly  Dpt  for  Apr 
(79th  Div  Box  11,  63.56). 
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along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  learned  the  elements  of  movement  by 
collars,  h«d  a  britf  lesson  or  two  in  tho  use  of  tho  gas  mask  and  that  ms 
all.-3 

Ita  training  exercises  ended  in  tha  Tanth  Training  Area  in  tha  Haute- 
Mama  on  7  September,  and  with  tha  isaua  of  ataal  helmets  and  gas  masks, 
tha  79th  Division  was  ordarad  to  tha  Sacond  Franch  Army  araa  in  tha  rele- 
tivaly  quiet  Meuse-  Argonna  ragion.  Tan  days  latar  tha  313th  and  315th 
Infantry  raliavad  tha  157th  Franch  Division  in  Sactor  30*,  batwaan  tha 
razad  villagas  of  Avocourt  and  Haucourt,  "Baltimore's  CWi"  relieving  tha 
37l«t  Infantry,  93rd  American  Division,  than  brigaded  with  tha  Franch 
division  (Map  No.  I).4 

Sactor  304  was  a  Part  of  the  battlefield  of  Verdun,  fought  over  by 
the  armies  of  Franca  and  Germany  for  four  years*  In  1916  tha  Franch  had 
lost  over  300,000  there  before  surrendering  Hills  304  and  le  Mort  Homme  to 
the  enemy.  Tha  heights  were  finally  retaken  in  August  1917,  and  the  79th 
Division  came  into  tranches  that  had  bean  organized  to  protect  these  watch 
towers  of  Verdun. 

To  tha  north  of  Avocourt  steep  seried  hills  and  ravines  covered  with 
small  clumps  of  trees,  underbrush,  and  barbed  wire  entanglements  rose  and 
fall  as  far  as  the  aye  could  sea*  On  tha  horizon  stood  tha  height  of  Mont- 

History,  pp,  15,  37|  Rpt,  InsP  of  79th  Div,  19  -  27  Jun  (79th  Div  Box 
11,  66.1).  Ltrs,  DGO  79th  Div  to  C  CMS  Oaf  Div,  18,  24,  31  Aug,  sub>  Ntekly 
Rpt  (79th  Div  Box  202,  319.1),  rptd  that  on  arriving  in  Franca  all  troops 
want  through  tha  gas  chamber  test  and  wore  their  masks  for  a  tingle  four  - 
hour  period!  15  officers  and  30  NCO's  completed  gas  courses  at  tha  AEF  gas 
schools. 

4 

Sea  2nd  Fr  Army,  corps,  snd  div  orders  in  79th  Div  Box  6,  32*7;  FO  2, 
79th  Div,  1200,  12  Sep  (79th  Div  Box  3,  32.1)»  History,  pp.  54  -  7*. 
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faucon,  tha  white  mint  of  a  villas#  capping  ita  craat  (aaa  Sketch).  Back  of 
tha  German  outpost  zone,  thraa  kilometers  deep  in  front  of  tha  79th,  «aa 
tha  enemy's  ffcgen  Stallung,  and  thraa  kilometers  bayond  that  tha  Etzel 
Stallung,  anothar  fortifiad  battla  zona,  dominated  by  Montfaucon.  Tha  enemy 
on  Montfaucon  coaaaandad  tha  terrain  froai  tha  haighta  of  Verdun  to  Clermont, 
on  tha  edge  of  tha  Argonne  Forest  t  and  from  there  tha  German  Crown  Prince 
had  looked  down  on  tha  battla  for  Verdun  in  1916.  Sevan  kiloaeters  bayond 
Montfaucon  was  tha  Kriemhilde  Stallung,  tha  last  great  defense  systea  of 
tha  Geraan  Armies  on  tha  Meuse  -  Argonne  front. 

Tha  outpost  positions  turned  over  to  tha  313th  and  316th  Infantry  on 
•te  night  of  15  -  16  Septestber  ware  occupied  by  groups  of  20  man  at  quarter* 
mile  intervals*  Isolated  two  thousand  yards  in  front  of  the  main  trench 
positions,  their  sola  sdsslcn  in  tha  event  of  an  enemy  attack,  they  were 
told,  was  "to  die  as  loudly  as  possible.”  Meanwhile,  they  ware  to  do  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  prevent  tha  enemy  from  learning  that  American  troops 
had  coma  into  tha  sector*5 

After  a  day  or  two  tha  first  apprehensions  of  the  green  troops  sub¬ 
sided*  Tha  enemy  made  no  raids  and  his  shelling  —  78  HE  rounds  recorded 
on  15  September  and  47  the  nert  day  —  was  far  from  severe.  ”600  shells,” 
said  the  dlvlaion  history,  "were  sure  feared  than  the  occasional  high 
explosives*  The  troops  were  not  used  to  being  gassed  as  yet,  and  several 

5 

History,  p.  61 f  Secret  Order  4,  79th  Dlv,  15  Sept  (79th  Div  Box  3, 
32.13). 
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b«d  cases  occurred,  despite* . .klaxon  warnings 
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Captain  Clark*  tha  Division  Gas  Officer ,  conflrwod  a  spat#  of  falso  gas 
slams*  but  reported  just  throe  swell  gas  attacks*  on  the  womings  of  21 
end  22  September*  Six  to  eight  green  cross*!  (diphosgene  and  chlorplcrln) 
shells  landed  In  a  trench,  causing  one  slight  casualty.  The  next  womlng 
apfvoxlaately  29  yellow  cross  (Bustard  gas)  shells  fell  near  a  cowpany  of 
engineers.  A  French  soldier  with  thaw  mss  struck  by  a  shell  fragment  and 
carried  into  a  nearby  Ajgout  until  evacuated  a  short  tine  later.  The  two 
nedics  attending  hlw  and  four  non  who  slept  in  the  dugout  that  night 
noticed  a  faint  peculiar  snail  but  didn't  recognize  it  as  gas*  All  were 
casualties  the  next  warning.  Elsewhere  in  the  sector  that  womlng  50  green 
cross-  2  (phosgene,  diphosgene,  and  diphenylchloroarslne)  shells  fell  in  a 
battalion  area  of  the  315th  Infantry  but  the  wind  quickly  dispersed  the  gas 
end  no  casualties  resulted.7 

G  -  2  reports  covering  the  first  ten  days  in  the  sector  Indicate  that 
the  enawy  fired  a  total  of  soaw  1,800  HE  shells.  No  gas  shells  were  re¬ 
ported,  but  G  -  2  said  slams  were  sounded  when  a  heavy  shell  that  landed 

6 

History,  p.  64.  Gas  warns  issued  included  Bui,  79th  Div,  21  Sep,  and 
Standing  Orders  for  Defense  Against  Gas,  79th  Div,  23  Sept  (79th  Div  Box  11, 
63.32). 

7 

Ltr,  DGO  to  C  CMS,  21  Sept,  subi  Meekly  Rpt  (79th  Div  Box  11,  63.3)» 
Ur,  ibid. .  22  Sept,  subi  Gas  Rpt  (79th  Div  Box  202,  3l9,l)j  Spencer, 
-History  of  Gas  Attacks  upon  the  AEF*  (15  Feb  1926),  III,  493  -  95. 
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near  the  trwchti  on  the  night  of  tho  20th  ealtted  a  heavy  rfiite  anoke 

•which  covorod  our  trenches  looking  like  gat*"  On  21  September  an  observer 

report ad  a  now  enplacanent  under  conatruction  on  tho  odgo  of  tho  wooda  north 

of  Avocourt  and  thought  it  night  "poaaibly  bo  ninenwerfer  for  a  gaa  attack." 

Nothing  apparently  woa  dona  about  it  nor  wee  tho  aaplacanant  later  confined* 

G  -  3  reported  a  total  of  4  killed  and  6  wounded  in  tho  period,  all  tho  re- 

8 

suit  of  a  raid  on  an  outpoat  on  tho  aoming  of  22  Soptonbor* 

Any  hopes  tho  division  had  of  retaining  unnoticed  and  unidentified  by 
the  enoay  wore  dispelled  when  a  aeries  of  raids  were  node  on  the  outposts 
a  week  after  arriving  on  tho  front*  Several  non  were  captured  on  tho  21st 
and  again  on  tho  22nd*  In  turn,  fallen  raiders  revealed  the  presence  across 
no  nan's  land  of  the  Geman  1st  Guard  and  117th  Divisions  (Hap  No.  2).* 

Iht  ftlll  dt  AlilKlMtt 

until  21  Soptonbor,  when  orders  transferred  the  79th  fron  French  control  to 
the  Anar lean  V  Corps,  the  division  thought  it  was  ainply  getting  its  trench 
warfare  seasoning  before  going  to  a  aero  active  front*  fhaeors  that  it  night 
attack  at  Avocourt  wore  considered  just  risers  and  lightly  discounted.  Aft 

0 

SOI  3  -  12,  79th  Div,  15  -  25  Sop  (79th  Div  Box  2,  20.1)»  unmabered 
DCRs,  79th  Div,  14  -  24  Sop  (79th  Div  Box  6,  33.1).  Nano,  79th  Div,  17  Sop, 
rptd  that  a  Genian  projector  coapany  was  said  to  be  working  eastward  frow 
the  Argonne,  and  Bui,  79th  Div,  21  Sop  (both  In  79th  Div  Bex  212,  470.6), 
warned  of  tho  necessity  for  strict  gas  discipline. 

9 

SOI  8  and  9,  79th  Div,  20  -  22  Sop*  Those  two  Goman  diva  spanned  tho 
front  freai  tho  edge  of  tho  Argonne  east  to  Nalanceurt,  a  distance  of  about 
12  kaa* 
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no  doubt  reaalned  when  tho  loft  soetor  moo  tumod  ovor  to  tho  incasing  37th 

Division,  and  on  tho  night  of  24  -  23  Sept saber  o  bottolion  ooch  of  tho  316th 

and  315th  Infantry  with  thoir  nachino  gun  coaponias  cans  up  to  rollovo  tho 

two  rogiaonts  in  tho  lino*  On  thoir  right  thoy  found  tho  4th  Division  of 
10 

III  Corps* 

Tho  ordor  for  tho  attach  on  tho  aoming  of  26  Soptonbor  said  that  tho 
79th,  in  closo  liaison  with  its  adjacent  divisiona,  was  to  advance  rapidly 

to  tho  Corps  Objective,  a  lino  above  Nantillois  (Map  No*  3)*  It  would 

V 

toko  Nsloncourt,  Nontfaucon,  and  Nantillois  in  its  drive  up  tho  cantor  of 
First  Army  lino*  This  was  o  distance  of  nine  kllaaetaro,  but  tho  deep 
objective  was  considered  possible  since  only  one  rog Input  of  onony  troops 
was  bo 1 loved  to  bo  in  front  of  the  79th.  "In  view  of  tho  extant  of  the 
projected  advance  for  tho  First  £by,  brigade  coaaandera  will  provide,  by 
echelonaent  in  depth,  tho  necessary  driving  power**11 

To  deceive  tho  onony,  a  battalion  froa  tho  33rd  Division,  frea  tho 
right  wing  of  III  Corps,  had  taken  ovor  tho  outposts  on  tho  night  of  22  - 
23  Septaaber,  and  to  coapllcato  tho  organization  of  tho  attack  still  further, 
on  tho  afternoon  of  tho  24th  word  aes  received  designating  tho  157th  Brigade 
to  sake  tho  actual  attack,  tM  battalions  each  of  tho  313th  and  314th  Infan¬ 
try  abreast,  thoir  coaponios  echeloned  in  depth,  to  peso  through  tho  316th 

T5 - 

FO  30,  V  Corps,  0600,  2l  Sep  I  FO  31,  V  Corps,  0600,  21  Sept  FO  34,  V 
Corps,  1530  ,  21  Sop  (V  Corps  Bex  14,  32*l)l  FO  5,  79th  Dlv,  1600,  21  So  PI 
History,  pp.  60  -  70. 
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FO  6,  79th  Div,  1330,  25  Sop,  per  2(C)»  History,  p*  73 


and  315th  Infantry  in  the  front  lino  tronchoa  at  H  hour*  Tho  reginents  of 

tha  158th  Brigade  would  than  follow  in  support  1,000  eaters  to  tha  roar* 

Haavy  na china  gun  companies,  thraa  tank  battalions,  and  Coapaay  D  of  tha 

12 

1st  Gas  Raglaant  wara  to  support  tha  attack  raglnants* 

Tha  artillary  praparation  and  support  of  tha  advance  was  undar  Brig* 
Gan.  G.  LeRoy  Irwin,  57th  FA  Brigada  (32nd  Division),  who  had  23  battorias 
of  75 *a,  10  battorias  of  155's,  2  battorias  of  9*2's,  and  12  tranch  nortars 
undar  his  coaaand* 

Tha  nortars  of  tha  1st  Gas  Rag inant  wara  to  confina  thansalvas  to 
firing  snoka  prior  to  tha  advanca  and  thamita,  as  diractad  by  tha  infan¬ 
try,  during  tha  advanca*  "During  tha  praparation  fira,"  said  tho  division 
ordar  for  tha  attack,  "thara  will  bo  cartain  halts  prascribad  by  tha  Corps 
Chiaf  of  Art il lory* *.*thasa  halts  Ito  baJ  followed  by  tha  usa  of  gas 
shall*  to  aurprlsa  tha  hostile  personnel  and  to  conpel  tha  wearing  of  gas 
■asks*"13  This  was  tha  final  sop  to  Amy's  indecisive  plans  for  tha  use 
of  gas  on  tha  Montfaucon  front,  and  even  this  was  never  carried  out* 

nlth  tha  weight  of  the  attack  in  tha  canter,  driving  for  Buzancy 
and  Stonne,  tha  Amy  field  ordar  of  20  Septenber  had  said  that  nonpersie- 
tent  gases  (French  #4  hydrogen  cyanide  or  #5  phosgene)  would  be  used  to 

12  _ 

FO  5,  Anandnant,  79th  Div,  1815,  21  Sap  I  Secret  Mena,  Cal  Tenney  Rost 
CofS  79th  Div  far  OG  157th  Brig,  23  Sap  (79th  Div  Bax  6,  32*8)|  FO  39,  V 
Carps,  1030,  25  Sapi  FO  6,  1330  ,  25  Sap,  79th  Divi  Ltr,  CG  157th  Brig  to 
CG  79th  Div,  3  Oct,  subi  Rpt  of  Cpns  of  big  (79th  Div  Bax  13,  33*6)* 

13 

Annex  A,  FO  6,  79th  Div,  24  Sap* 
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neutralize  enemy  force*  In  the  Bolt  de  Montfaucon*  Bole  de  Chehemin,  end 
Bole  sept  serges.  The  edge  of  the  Argonn*  would  alto  be  gasaed  with  non- 
pereiatent  agent*  to  neutralize  that  flank  temporarily,  and  poraiatent 
mustard  gaa  east  of  the  Meuse  would  neutralize  the  right  flank  of  the 
attack.*4  But  the  principal  map  accompanying  the  order  (see  Map  No.  3) 
showed  a  single  gas  target  in  the  center  of  the  Amy  line*  covering  the 
heights  of  Montfaucon. 

whatever  First  Army's  gas  intentions  may  have  been*  they  were  ap¬ 
parently  nullified  by  the  Amy  artillery  annex  which  left  the  decision 
to  use  gas  to  the  individual  corps  coeManders*  Thus  the  initial  V  Corps 
attack  order  on  21  September  said  nothing  about  gas*  Two  days  later  a 
supplement  said  that  nonpersistent  gases  would  be  used  on  the  Bois  de 
Montfaucon  and  Bois  de  Chehemin.15  The  heights  of  Montfaucon  were  to  be 
destroyed  with  HE  by  corps  and  divisional  artillery  to  prevent  hostile  ob¬ 
servation. 

At  the  last  minute*  V  Corps  "asked  that  no  gas  be  used  in  any  of  its 
area  of  advance...."  "The  event  proved*"  said  the  Amy  Chief  of  Artillery 
later*  "that  gas  used  against  the  Bois  Baont*  Bois  do  Bouge  and  Bois  des 
Eplnettos*  all  small  woods  foreseen  to  be  probable  centers  of  resistance 

T5 

FO  20,  l*t  Amy,  1500,  20  Sep,  per  3  H  (6)(a)  (1st  Amy  Box  32,  32.1). 
15 

Annex  1*  Employment  ef  Amy  Arty,  FO  20,  1st  Amy,  19  Sep,  per  V  (3)al 
FO  31,  V  Corps,  Parts  1  and  11,  21  and  23  Sep. 
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of  sarious  con*#qu#nc#,  sight  hav#  saved  such  daisy." 

At  2330  hours,  26  septsnbor,  tho  2,700  guns  of  First  Amy  bogs*  tho 
fivs-  hour  preparation  for  th*  assault*  Irwin's  battarios  alona  firod 
alaost  40,000  76 -  aa.  and  6,000  166-  an.  shall s  la  th*  preparation  and 
bar rag a  for  th#  79th  Division* ^  Twanty  socands  bafora  H*hour»  tha  nor- 
tars  of  th#  1st  Gas  Rogisaat  fillad  no  nan's  land  with  a  fog  of  whito 
phosphorus  snok#.  Than  tha  attack  coap#ni#s  of  th#  313th  and  3l4th  In¬ 
fantry,  with  fixed  bayonets,  junpad  off,  following  their  rolling  barraga* 

Th#  barrsg#  gradually  dr#w  away  fro*  th#  troops  as  they  stunblod 
and  struggled  across  th#  crat#r#d,  wired  terrain  bofor#  than  and  nod# 
th#ir  way  through  th#  d#nss  underbrush  of  th#  Bois  d#  Mslancourt  and 
th#  rubbl#  of  Haucourt  and  Mslancourt  (Map*  Mo.  4).  By  0900  hours, 
th#ir  artillery  fir#  falling  far  up  ahead,  th#  troop*  finally  ponatratad 
th#  #n#ny  outpost  zon#  as  th#  313th  Infantry  #awrg#d  fron  tha  Bois  da 
Mslancourt  into  th#  nil#  -  square  sloped  clearing  known  as  tho  Golf#  d# 
Mslancourt.  H#r«  th#  r#gin#nt  was  h#ld  up  for  flv#  crucial  hour*  by  en¬ 
trenched  nachin#  guns  firing  point  blank  fron  petitions  half  way  up  tha 
slop#  and  by  ov«rh#ad  fir#  fron  nests  along  th#  #dg#  of  th#  Bois  d#  Cuisy. 

Th#  division  history  was  to  say  that  "a  Gorann  nap,  showing  th*  dis- 
p#sition  of  their  nachin#  guns*..,  indicates  that  in  this  particular 

16  Mano,  Cof  Arty  1st  Amy  for  CofS  1st  Amy,  1  Oct,  subt  Son#  conclu¬ 
sions  fron  r#cent  opns  (1st  Amy  Bax  87,  60.311  1st  Amy  Arty  G  -  2  MD, 
1016,  26  Sap  (1st  Amy  Box  90  ,  60*32) l  Study  No*  10,  *Th*  Use  af  Gss  In 
th#  M#us#  -  Argonn*  Caapaign,”  pp.  12  -  IS  • 

17 

Th#  next  day  tho  arty  brigade  firod  just  1,900  rounds*  Hist  af  tha 
57th  FA  Brig  (32nd  Div  Box  24,U1*4). 
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••ctor  there  were  113  and  It  is  fsir  to  assume  that  ii»  addition  to  thoso 
fixed  guns  thoro  wors  st  loast  half  as  nany  mere  movable  or  portablo 
machine  guns  in  actian  against  our  advancing  infantry**  Tha  Goman 
map  has  not  baan  faund*  Ganaral  Kuhn  la tar  ra port ad  that  approximately 
12  nachina  guns  atoppad  tha  advance**0 

Kith  na  tina  ta  organize  an  alabarata  flanking  operation  against 
thaaa  neats  if  they  ware  to  catch  up  with  the  barrage,  successive  com¬ 
panies  of  tha  regiment  nada  rapaated  frontal  attacks  that  resulted  only 

in  slaughter.  The  confusion  was  redoubled  when  ana  battalion  commander 

19 

mis  killed  almost  immediately  and  another  soveraly  wounded  soon  after* 

Behind  tha  313th  Infantry  Cana  tha  316th,  its  progress  of  interest 
only  for  an  episode  related  by  Captain  Clock,  its  Regimental  Adjutant* 
Tha  slight  gas  fire  that  day  went  unreperted  except  by  Gleck  srfio  said 
that  within  an  heur  ar  two  of  going  over  the  top  “wo  ran  into  gas  and 
had  to  don  our  masks.  Perspiration  and  moisture  condensed  on  tha  eye¬ 
pieces,  and  I  could  sea  only  a  dancing  of  green  flashes  as  I  poshed  on 
and  on  up  the  duck  -  board  walk  [of  an  enemy  communication  trench].  Me 
heard  frantic  cries  behind  us,  and  it  nos  the  Colonel  [ Oscar  J.  Charles, 
regimental  commander].  Ha  had  secured  s  particularly  elaborate  mask 
[probably  a  French  Tisset]  and  didn't  know  how  to  wear  it*  Ha  forgot  to 
pull  out  one  cork  under  his  chemical  canister  and  couldn't  draw  air*  Ha 

18 

History,  p*  86»  Ltr,  CG  79th  Div  to  OG  V  Corps,  2  Oct,  subi  Rpt  of 
cpns  (79th  Div  Bex  6,  33*6)* 

19 

Ltr,  Cel  C*  B*  Sweezey  CO  313th  Inf  to  CG  79th  Div,  2  Oct,  subi  Rpt 
of  Opns  of  Ragt  (79th  Div  Bex  17,  33*6). 
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got  him  fixed  up  and  pushed  on ... . Our  own  barrage  was  on  ahoad.  At  la  at  wo 
came  out  into  tho  German  front  lino  trench." 

On  tho  right,  tho  314th  Infantry  advancod  ovor  tho  ahell-pocked  terrain 
of  tho  Malancourt  valloy.  In  tho  donao  fog  and  maoke  ita  unite  became  in¬ 
to  r«  inglad  ,  and  thoy  loft  behind  them  numerous  concealed  enemy  machine 
guna.  particularly  around  Haucourt,  Aa  tho  fog  lifted,  about  1000  houra. 
the  foreaoet  troop a  wore  near  tho  ruina  of  Malancourt  when  enemy  machine 
guna  opened  up  on  them  "from  practically  every  point  of  the  compass...* 
more  or  leee  demoralizing  the  command."21 

Both  the  313th  and  314th  Infantry  were  by  that  time  without  machine 
gun  eupport,  for  tho  heavy  machine  gun  companiea  aaaigned  to  them  had 
long  aince  been  left  far  to  the  rear*  Their  efforta  to  man -handle  the 
heavy  Browning a  over  the  tangled  and  torn  terrain  failed  and  the  companiea 
were  finally  ordered  back  to  the  trenchea  to  await  further  order a.  Houra 
later  eome  of  the  machine  gun  unite  with  the  eupport  battalione  worked 
their  way  to  the  front.22 

Tho  79th  la  holding  up  the  irfiola  army* 


The  extrication  of  the  313th  from  the  Golfe  do  Malancourt  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  26th  waa  largely  owing  to  the  advance  of  the  37th  and 


Pera  ltr  home,  dated  10  Oct  (79th  Div  Box  21.  33.6)* 

21 

Col  Oury.  Draft  Rpt  of  Cpna  for  314th  Inf  and  156th  Brig  for  period 
25-30  Sept.,  n.d.  (79th  Div  Bex  18,  33.6). 

22 

Opne  Rpt,  311th  MB  Bn,  25  Sep  -  1  Oct  (79th  Div  Bex  22,  33.6),  eaid 
the  bn  fired  just  once  "on  a  real  machine  gun  target"  during  the  whale 
operation.  See  aleo  Hiatory,  pp.  91-1* 
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4th  Division*  on  olthor  side,  with  son*  a sals tone*  from  th#  314th  Infantry* 
Aa  tho  Gorman*  pulled  back  to  concontrato  at  Montfaucen,  th*  313th  moved 
into  th*  Boi*  d*  Cuisy*  At  1600  hour*!  troop*  arriving  at  th*  t*p  of  th*a* 
wood*  found  th«ai**lv**  again  chocked  by  h**til*  nachin*  gun  fir** 

Th*  313th  wa*  now  di*p*r*od  in  widely  scattered  littl*  groups  and  its 
inp*tu*  gon*.  It  was  trying  to  survive,  net  attack.  T*  th*  right,  “the 
z*al  of  s*v*ral  elements  of  th*  [supporting]  316th  Infantry  had  carried 
thoir  attack  forward  so  strongly  that  they  f*und  themselves  fighting  aid* 
by  aid*  with  th*  front  lin*  units  *f  th*  3l4th  Infantry.*®  Th*  brigades 
»*r*  coning  apart*  Any  hop*  of  an  attack  that  day  against  Montfaucon  would 
soon  b*  out  *f  th*  question. 

In  th*  r*ar  th*  supply  train*  *f  th*  division  with  thoir  ambulances 
and  ammunition  and  ration  trucks  milled  around  as  th*  attack  began  and 
then  cam*  to  a  stop  in  a  hop*l*ss  snarl*  Th*  f*w  north  and  south  roads 
in  th*  sector  were  under  lnt*ns*  shell  fir*  from  distant  *n*my  guns  and 
in  many  places  soon  disappeared  completely*  To  ask*  matters  worse,  th* 

Ion*  road  through  Avocourt  was  shared  by  th*  91st,  37th,  end  79th  Divisions, 
and  that  between  Ms  lane our t  and  Cuisy  by  th*  79th  and  4th  Divisions*  At 
1113  hours  th*  304th  Brtginoers  reported  to  79th  Division  h*ad quart *rs  > 

Axial  road  into  Avocourt  will  b*  OK  within  *n*  hour*  From  th*r*  N*  3  -  4 
km.  can  b*  repaired  in  a  few  hours*  From  that  point  *n  all  reads  soon  to 
bo  lost.  All  forward  areas  a  mass  of  craters*  Must  hsv*  unlimited  help 

23 

£*  Lester  Miller,  The  313th  of  the  79th  in  the  INtrldJMr  (Msyor  A 
Thalheimer,  Baltimore,  1919),  p.  108,  said  “the  divisional  reserve  got 
out  of  hand,  and  advancing  too  rapidly,  mingled  with  th*  assault  troops** 

So*  also  History,  pp*  93  -  3* 
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ta  construct  both  road a*  Adviaa  I  can  axpact.2* 

Littla  could  ba  oxpactod  alnc#  t ha  athar  divlaiana,  aa  wall  aa  carpa  and 
Arwy  with  thalr  wabila  unita  wart  la  appraxlwataly  tha  aaaa  fix.  Ground 
plawad  by  aa*a  tan  nillion  ahtlla  during  tha  provlaua  four  yaara  cauld 
not  ba  rapalrad  In  haura  ar  daya.  Tha  wanth  af  rain  that  bagan  an  26 
Saptaabar  aada  that  carta In. 

Sinca  aarly  aarning  tha  wira  batwaan  Ganaral  Caaaran  at  V  Carpa 
and  Huhn  at  hia  advanca  paat  an  tha  Malancaurt  -  Eanaa  raad  had  baan  out, 
and  lialaan  botwoon  Kuhn  and  Ganaral  Jticholaan'a  157th  Brlgada  waa  laat 
whan  Nlchalaon  aovod  hia  caaanand  paat  forward  without  natica*  A  carpa 
■aaaaga  a ant  aawatlaw  bafora  noon  aaylng  that  Cana ran  "daalraa  tha 
attack  puahad"  did  not  raach  Ganaral  Kuhn  until  1450  or  tha  313th  Infan* 
try  until  1735.  "You  wuat  gat  by  Montfaucan  tonight ,*  carpa  aignallod 
at  1807  hour a,  and  thi a  aaaaaga,  warning  that  tha  79th  waa  "holding  up 
tha  advanca  of  tha  whola  arty,"  waa  aant  on  to  both  brlgadoa*  ftit  It 
la  doubtful  whathor  thay  racalvod  it  that  night. ® 

At  1800,  waving  a  ralatlvaly  intact  auppart  battalion  of  tha  313th 
ta  tha  front,  and  with  a  handful  af  Franch  whippat  tanka  that  had  cawa  up 
Calonal  Swaazay.  roglwantal  cawwandar.  lad  hia  forca  dawn  into  tha  vallay 

24 

Quatad  in  Hiatary.  pp«  98,  109.  Soa  road  akatchaa  in  v  Carpa  Bax  3, 
15.1  and  15.2. 


Mag,  Kuhn  ta  CG  157th  Brig,  n.h.,  26  Sap;  Mag,  V  Carpa  ta  CafS  79th 
Oiv,  1807  ,  26  Sap  (79th  Div  Bax  Ltr,  OG  79th  Dlv  ta  C-in-C 

AEF,  24  Oct,  aubt  Rpt  af  Opna  (79th  Dlv  Box  6,  33.6);  Dlv  Sig  Off,  Rpt  an 
Lialaan  af  79th  Div,  25  -  30  Sap,  n.  d.  (79th  Mv  Bax  26  ,  33.6). 


between  the  Bait  da  Cuiay  and  Mentfaueea.  At  dark  tha  tanka  withdraw  and 
Sweezey  with  hia  nan  raturnad  ta  tha  weed*  Tha  314th  an  tha  laft»  naw 
thereughly  intemiagled  with  tha  313th,  advancad  abaut  a  kllanwter  narth 
af  Iklancaurt  bafara  dark. 

At  ana  tlaa  thara  had  baan  "a  llttla  avldanea  af  panic*  in  tha  taa 
rag 1 want a  that  aftarnaaa,  but  it  had  aubaided,  Reperte  fraw  eanpeay  ea»» 
naadera  that  night  ravaalad  that  a  amber  af  *deta6hneata  had  atragglad 
away  antlraly  la  tha  fag  that  naming,*  At  laaat  it  waa  aaawad  that 
waa  whan  thay  had  left*26 

Tha  divlaiaw  hlatary  aatiaatad  that  130  aan  wara  killed  in  tha  twa 
laad  raglaanta  that  day  but  aada  na  affart  ta  hazard  tha  nunbar  af  waundad 
Radical  racarda  Indicate  that  at  laaat  206  wara  killed  and  222  waundad  an 
tha  26th.  Tha  divlaiaw  aabulancea  breught  in  Juat  73  waundad,  A  faw 
ether  muaded  nay  have  reached  adjacent  unit  haapitala,  but  tha  mat  warn 
left  in  tha  field  where  thay  fall,  Tha  read  black  that  develeped  that  day 
ceatlwued  far  BO  haura  bafara  any  kind  af  break  in  it  ceuld  be  nada  and 

97 

aabulancea  ar  anything  alaa  ceuld  gat  thvewgh. 

At  nldnlght,  while  Kuhn  atlll  triad  ta  lecate  tha  313th  and  314th 
Infantry  and  erder  tha  night  attack  daaaaded  by  oerpa*  oarpa  finally  gat 

26 

Cal  Oury,  Draft  Rpt  af  Gpna<*,.(79th  Div  Bax  18,  33*6). 

27 

Hlatary,  pp.  102  -  06 i  Mad  Dept  etatiatlca  far  26  Sap,  in  Analyala, 
p,  84;  Lt  Cal  Janet  M,  Trautt,  304th  San  Tr,  Par led leal  Opna  Rpt  far  23 
Sap  ta  1  Oct,  18  Oct  (Mad  Dept  Bax  3667,  fel  3). 


through  *»athar  lnparativa  wiii9*  it  Had  racaivad  frw  Airahingi  ’Tha 
C-U-C  ax  pact*  tha  79th  Dlviaiaa  ta  advaaea  taaight  ta  a  paaitian  abmaat 
•f  tha  4th  Dlviaiaa  la  tha  vielaity  af  Naatillaia."  Anathar  naaaaga  fra* 
Parahiag  a  half  haur  la tar  oaacludadi 


Tha  anaay  it  ia  ratraat  ar  balding  lightly  la  placaa* ..and  thara  ahauld  ba 
na  da lay  ar  haaitatiaa  la  galag  forward- • • .Carp*  and  dlviaiaa  c«aaaadara 
will  nat  haaltata  ta  raliava  aa  tha  spat  aay  afflcar  af  whatavar  rank  aha 
fail*  to  *ha«  in  thia  a*argaacy*..qualltiaa  af  laadarahip.*° 


ah an  Ganaral  Kuhn  had  nat  raachad  Nlchalaaa  ar  tha  157th  Brigada 
caa**ad  paat  taa  haura  later,  ha  ardar  General  Neble,  tha  159th  Brigada 
c*— awd*r,  ta  taka  tha  315th  Infantry  and  advanca  1—dlataly.  If  whan 
ha  arrivad  abava  Ihlancaurt  and  faund  that  attack  lnatructlana  ta  tha  314th 
had  nat  baan  racaivad  ar  ebeyed,  ha  waa  ta  taka  avar  that  raglnant  al*a 
and  *ava  ahaad  aa  far  and  aa  faat  aa  paaaiblai  kaaping  Kuhn  infaraad  af 
hi*  pragraaa  by  runner*.  Nabla  apant  tha  night  trying  ta  lacata  and 
raarganlza  hia  raglnant*  and  canfarring  with  hi*  afficera,  Kuhn  *ub*a- 
<*»*ntly  learned,  lnataad  af  attacking  aa  ardared.30 


29 

Quatad  in  Klatary ,  p.  106»  Para  ltr,  Cal  Tannay  Raaa,  CafS  79th  Div 
ta  Itaj  Calby,  29  May  1939  (79th  Div  Bax  5,  32.6). 

29 

Mag,  CafS  79th  Div  ta  CG  158th  Brig,  0115,  27  Sap  (79th  Div  Bax 
4,  32.16) t  Klatary,  p.  107. 

30 

Ltr,  V  carp*  Inap  ta  IG  AJEF,  2  Oct,  aubi  Pralia  rpt  an  79th  Div 
(V  Carp*  Bax  63,  fal  91)»  Ltr,  CG  79th  Div  ta  CG  V  Carpa,  2  Oct,  aubi 
Rpt  af  Opna  (79th  Div  Bax  6,  33.6). 


At  0515  w  tha  Mrnlag  af  tha  27th,  Kuhn  at  last  raaehad  Nicholson, 
told  hin  ta  lacata  tha  313th  and  316th  Infantry  and  puah  an  with  than  at 
onca  ta  tha  Caablnad  Amy  First  Phaaa  Lina  (aaa  Nap  Ha.  3).  By  that  tins 
G  -  2  had  laarnad  that  on  tha  pravlaus  day  tha  diviaian  had  nat  not  ana 
but  tha  battar  part  of  two  rag  Inant  a  af  tha  Goman  117th  Diviaian.  It 
did  nat  yat  know  that  during  tha  night  tha  37th  Diviaian  had  cans  up  hahind 
tha  117th.31 

On  25  Saptanhar,  van  (Van's  Group  Haas  Hast,  appaaita  tha  37th,  79th, 
4th,  80th,  and  33rd  Diviaians  af  First  Amy,  cansistad  of  two  divisions, 
tha  117th  and  7th  lUaatva  (aaa  Map  Ha.  2).  Tha  117th.  mating  in  tha  sao- 
tar  aftar  fighting  at  tha  Sanaa  all  through  August,  had  not  yat  had  its 
lassos  roplacad*  In  addition  ta  its  thrao  rag inants,  with  a  battla  strangth 
af  approxlnataly  6,400  afflcam  and  nan,  tha  117th  Diviaian  had  two  attachad 
planaar  canpanlaa  (3  affieara  and  112  nan)  and  tas  Land stum  battalions, 
ana  with  12  haavy  na china  guns,  tha  athar  with  3  affieara  and  68  r if Io¬ 
ann.  Altagathar,  tha  117th  nay  hava  had  about  6,650  affactivas,  appmxi- 
nataly  half  af  than  an  tha  79th  Division  front.33 


At  1050  hours  an  tha  26th,  tha  117th  Diviaian  rapartad  that  tha 
anany  had  brokan  through  at  its  Junction  with  tha  7th  Rasarva.  Two  hours 


31 

History,  p.  106 i  FO  44a,  V  Carps,  0145,  27  Sap I  801  14,  79th  Dlv,  27  - 
28  Sap*  Thom  was  no  SOI  far  26  -  27  Sap.  Cf.  V  Carps  Chr analogical  Stat 
af  Brants,  1500,  27  Sap,  and  0900,  29  Sap  (V  Carps  Bar  2,  11.4),  far  rpt  and 

id ant  af  anany  roan fare  son  nts> 


hfw. 


v&,r.s?  iffiB'Jxr.nfSh'twibnii 

-  23  - 


litWi  while  Its  center  continued  ts  held  ths  AnerlcaR  79th,  its  left  regi- 
aent  r apart ad  that  it  had  had  ts  withdraw  ts  ths  tap  sf  ths  Bsla  ds  Hsnt- 
faucen.  On  tha  right.  Hill  301,  nsrth  sf  Cuiay,  had  bssa  sccupisd  by 
tha  Aner leans  and  thsy  wars  in  Septsarges*  Ths  rstrsating  trssps  «srs 
srdsrsd  ints  ths  Bait  ds  Bsugs  and  Mentfaucen.  Lata  that  night  tha 
37th  and  5th  Bavarian  Reserve  Divisians.  au— snsd  tha  day  bsfsrs  frsw 
aaat  sf  tha  Mause,  arrivad  ts  auppsrt  ths  battsrsd  117th  and  7th  Reserve.^* 

Tha  117th  Divlalew  an  tha  26th  last  a  Inset  half  ita  fsresa  and  half 

its  artillsry,  danagsd  by  Anerlcan  firs  sr  apiksd  ts  prevent  capture. 

But  ana  battary  at  lsast  firsd  551  rsunds  sf  grasn  ersaa  (phsagsna)  bsfsrs 

ita  craw  rstraatad,  swat  sf  it  against  ths  advancing  waves  sf  ths  Nurican 

34 

37th  and  4th  Dlvisiens.  Trssps  in  ths  79th  Diviaisn  nay  navsr  havs  bssn 
expesed  ts  asrs  than  drifting  gas. 


At  firat  light  an  27  Septenber,  ths  tw*  reginenta  an  ths  lsft  and 
tha  lwtemingled  two  an  ths  right,  all  as  snsrgsncy  rat Isa a  nsw  and  law  an 
aaaunitlsn,  advancsd  aersaa  tha  alsping  plain  tewards  Mantfaucsn  and  ths 
Bsia  ds  la  Tuilsris  sast  sf  tha  heights.  Fully  expesed  ts  tha  an any,  thsir 


33 


_  m,  26  Sspi  ArksllZ  «>.  26  Sap  (GFB  210,  fal  III)» 

Qtdsr  la  499  ,  0245  ,  26  Sap  (GFB2o9,  fal  I,  p.  4)|  117th  Dlv  Ord sr 
0315,  27  Sap  (GFB  209,  fal  1,  p.  6). 


Maas  Hast 

rwa. 


sly  it  racsivsd  1,05C 


h  Dlv)  HD,  26  SsP  (GFB  210,  fal  IV).  T  n.  can 
Sap  (GFB  210,  fal  III),  said  that  after  sxhauating  Its 
050  blue  and  grasn  crass  ahslls  that  day*  A  single 
spiking  its  guns  than  ita  an aw  was 


m 

aupp 

battary  survived  ths  day, 
reesrd  sf  captursd  gas  a  aas  has  been  feund 


24 


anly  ctvuUf  fir*  ni  *  battalias  *f  75*s  and  *  ceapany  *f  heavy  aachlna 
gun*.  Th*y  Mr*  n*  Batch  f*r  th*  st*ra  *f  fir*  that  oaa*  fro  tb*  tap  *f 
th*  Bala  da  Cunel,  fraa  th*  Argana*  hilla  tan  kllaaatara  t*  th*  east,  fra* 
la  Bar**  da  Carnaulller  (Hill  378),  taa  kllaaatara  eaat,  bayaad  th*  Meuse, 
and  fraa  th*  needs  araund  C large*  and  Renege*.35 

313th  Infantrymen  la  th*  lead  praaaad  an  thraugh  th*  rain  *f  fir*  t* 
th*  faat  *f  Mantfaucan  bafar*  naata  *f  cancaalad  aachlna  guna  drappad  than 
in  thalr  track*.  GBa  naat  «aa  ataxaad  and  a  captured  gunnar  lnalatad  there 
vara  33  aar*  guna  an  the  alapaa  bafara  than.  Gama*  racarda  reveal  10 
heavy  aachlna  guna  in  flv*  naata  there. 

Several  haura  later  unit*  *f  all  three  be tt* lien*  *f  th*  313th  had 
taken  aut  th*  naata,  cllabad  th*  height*  and  war*  at  th*  adg*  *f  th*  t*«n 
an  th*  crest.  Tea  hundred  Germans,  30  aachlna  guna  and  11  field  Placaa 

37 

were  rapartad  captured  an  th*  nartheaat  alepa  *f  Mantfaucan. 

Sine*  th*  4th  Dlviaian,  an  the  right,  nan  than  narth  *f  Saptaargaa, 
a  Gerasn  aeaaaga  at  1103  haura  tald  Mantfaucan  was  t*  be  evacuated  at 
anca,  th*  traap*  saving  back  t*  th*  aauth  edge*  af  the  Bala  da  B*ug*  and 

Klatary,  pp.  110  -  11. 

36 

Talaph  erder,  233rd  tela.  26  Sap  (GFB  210,  fal  II,  p.  4). 

37 

Ltr,  Snaatey  CO  313th  Inf  t*  TAG,  17  Jul  19}9,  aubi  Rpt  af  Cba* 

(79th  Olv  Bax  16,  33.6). 


Naatillels  (Map  Ne.  5).  At  rmr,  u  the  last  af  tha  enemy  sniper*  an 
Hantfaucan  were  cleared  aut,  tha  313th  seat  ward  ta  divisiea  headquarters  > 


Teak  t#wn  af  Hantfaucan  llh55....An  waving  an  ta  carps  abjective  and  hepe 
ta  reach  it  by  16h.  Request  artillery  fire  an  Be is  da  Beuge  beginning 
2:30  PM  and  lifted  at  4:00  PM. 


Abeut  the  sane  tine,  leading  eleaenta  af  the  314th  Infantry  reached 

the  Bais  da  la  Tuilerie*  There  Cal.  Killian  H.  Oury  af  tha  314th  learned 

that  General  Nable  had  bean  relieved  by  Kuhn  far  failing  ta  attack  tha 

night  be fere  as  erdered,  and  Oury  was  ta  caasssnd  the  158th  Previsienal 

Brigade. nsde  up  af  the  314th  and  315th  Infantry.  General  Nlchelsen  weuld 

take  aver  the  313th  and  316th  Infantry,  farming  the  157th  Previsienal 
40 

Brigade*  The  assault  and  suppert  brigades  af  the  previeus  naming 
were  new  brigades  in  caluan. 

Attenpts  te  reerganize  the  regiaents  within  the  new  brigades  ware 
haapered  by  the  eneay  fire  and  eccasienal  bursts  af  gas  shell  that  swept 
the  area  and  by  the  fact  that  the  aen  ef  all  feur  regiaents.  witheut  re- 

53 — 

Arks  117  *>,  27  Sep  (GFB  210,  fel  III). 
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Msg,  CO  313th  Inf  te  CG  79th  Div,  1305,  27  Sep  (79th  Div  Bax  4,  32.16)» 
Hi st ary,  p.  112.  1st  Amy  Arty  G  -  2  ND,  1200,  1435,  and  1450  ,  27  Sep  (1st 
Amy  Bax  90,  60.32),  rptd  that  Meuse  and  Aire  Groupings  af  Amy  Arty  had  22 
guns  laid  an  Hantfaucan  that  aftemeea,  la  the  belief  that  tha  eaeny  still 
held  it.  Qaly  at  1450  was  Hantfaucan  rptd  by  air  as  "surreuaded  by  eur  in¬ 
fantry. - 

40 

Hi  at ary,  p.  115* 


26 


supply  ar  r«st  sine#  ths  Mr«l*g  bafara*  “war#  1*  a  atata  bardaring  •*“ 
haust lan. *41 

Swaazay's  aassaga  calling  far  f lxa  an  tha  Bala  da  Bauga  rasultad  la 

a  half  hauz  af  acattarad  shells,  largely  bacausa,  aa  Amy  Artlllary 

42 

said,  It  was  “la*>as#ibla  ta  lacata  Kuhn's  dlvlalaa  accurataly.*  tftaa 
tha  Fraach  tanks  with  tha  313th  sad  3 16th  Infantry  wara  kaackad  aut  within 
winutas  af  tha  advanca,  tha  traaps  want  ta  grauad  la  tha  apan  flalds  Just 
bayaad  Mantfaucan.  CM  tha  right,  tha  affart  ta  advaaca  aa  Naatillais 
that  aftamaan  ^da  aa  wara  pragmas*  Tha  haavy  fir#  that  piaaad  thaw 
dawn  lacludad  at  laast  300  graaa  eras*  (phasgaaa)  shalls*43 


At  nightfall  tha  traaps  wara  ardarad  ta  dig  la  whara  thay  wara,  a 
half  kilssMtar  abava  Mantfaucan  and  la  tha  Bals  da  la  Tuilaria.  Tha 
traaps  back  aa  tha  alapas  and  la  tha  villaga  af  Msatfaucan  suffarad 
•as  tha  tawn  sad  hill  aspacially  wara  haavlly  shallad  and  gas tad  aast 
af  tha  night.-44  Praparatian  by  Arwy's  Alra  Qrauplag,  aPParaatly  at  Kuhn's 


Mag,  McKannay  2nd  314th  Inf  ta  CO  314th  Inf,  1245,  27  Sap  (79th 
Div  Bax  4,  32. 16) i  Hiatary,  p.  117. 


42 


43 


Amy  Arty  S-2V,  1756  ,  27  Sap* 

1/88  FUaaa  Bn  (117th  Mv)  RD,  27  Sap  (GFB  210,  fal  IV). 


Hanry  C*  Thara,  Jr*,  Hiatary  af  tha  313th  Infantry  -  “Baltlnttra 
0mw  (r.  H.  Crawfard,  Raw  fark,  1920),  p.  32*  Cf*  Mag,  ftoalpa  Asst  DGO 
at  Mantfaucan  ta  CafS  79th  Olv,  1240,  2B  Sap  (79th  Dlv  Bax  4,  32*16)t 

•Gaa  shalls  blua  and  yallaw  crass  la  saall  auabars  wara  thrawa  lata 

Lb# it  da  la  Tuilaria J  during  alght  Sapt*  27  -  26.  Na  casualties-- 


-  26  - 


request,  to  put  gas  an  the  Bait  da  Beuge  throughout  tha  night  were  can- 
callad  by  V  Carps-45 


Caaualtiaa  that  day  in  tha  faur  infantry  ragiaanta  wara  54  killed, 
Mid  tha  diviaian  hiatary,  but  again  na  ana  cauld  estimate  tha  waundad. 
and  nodical  racarda  ahaw  aaly  142  nan  braught  inta  tha  hospitals,  faur 
taggad  aa  gaa  cases-46  Tha  diviaian  waa  atill  twa  lang  kilometers  fran 
tha  Carpa  Objactiva,  tha  tap  af  tha  Baia  da  Bauga  -  Nantilleis-  And  can¬ 
ing  fran  aaat  of  tha  Mouse  inta  tha  araa  wara  two  ware  German  divisions, 
tha  U5th  and  236th -  Tha  79th  Diviaian  waa  ta  aaat  tha  latter,  tha 
236th.  only  briefly.47 


Tha  f laid  erdar  iaaued  about  midnight  an  2?  September  Mid  tha  316th 

and  315th  Infantry  wara  ta  raauna  tha  attack  at  0700  tha  next  naming. 

After  aarting  out  during  tha  night,  tha  313th  and  314th  would  be  withdrawal 

to  support  petitions  1000  yards  back  af  tha  attack  ragiaanta.4®  Though  tha 

diviaian  history  declared  the  relief  was  carried  out  auccaaafully,-  die- 

49 

tangling  tha  ragiaanta  that  night  proved  impossible* 


45 

Amy  Arty  G 


2  Id,  1940  and  2057,  71  Sap- 


Hiatary,  pp.  117  -  27t  Hospital  adnisslena.  Analysis,  P*  84. 
117th  Div  Order  la  4834,  1915,  27  Sap  (GFB  209,  fal  I,  p.  7). 


48 

FO  8,  79th  Div,  2330,  27  Sap,  actually  eaid>  "...arrangement a  af  tha 
relief  [will  be]  node  under  direction  af  brigade  cennanders  after  confer¬ 
ence  between  regimental  conaaaders  concerned- 


A  pencilled  note  in  the  B»ech  Pratt  Library  copy  af  the  hietery,  p.  132, 
by  "a  veteran  af  Ce.  M.  313th  Inf,"  aaya  "Tha  316th  did  net  relieve  the  313th 
but  were  in  such  disorder  that  Cal  Charles  was  later  r sieved. 

Header  replaced  Lt  Cal  Oscar  J.  Charles  an  30  Sep.  C.  E* 

meat  af  Infantry  (Biddle  -  Dealer, 

-  29  - 


Lt  Cal  Rabt.  L. 
Glack  LRIO  i  Ragtl 
Chile. , 


,  aaya  it  waa 


The  treepe  welted  far  the  preparatory  fire  tha  next  naming  (26  Sept 
bar)  until  0730,  and  when  tha  affarta  af  tha  four  batteries  af  75'e  could 
not  be  recognized,  tha  attack  began.  At  0630  a  316th  Infantry  battalinn 
ceaaander  in  front  af  tha  Bala  da  Bouge  called  rag inant  far  help*  "Being 
fired  at  point  blank  by  field  placet*  For  God's  taka  gat  artillery  or 
we'll  be  annihilated."50  But  liaison  with  tha  artillery  was  lost* 

An  hour  later  General  Kuhn  said  ha  was  sanding  a  conpany  of  big 
tanks  to  tha  316th,  but  before  they  arrived  tha  eneny  withdraw  froa  tha 
Bois  da  Bauga  and  conpany  -  size  elements  of  tha  316th  ware  on  their  way 
to  Bois  268,  a  kiloneter  beyond.  At  1700  hours  Capt •  Harry  A.  Rapa lye 
of  division  headquarters  reported  fron  tha  Bois  da  Bouge< 

Hava  located  313th,  314th  and  316th  together  with  part  of  B  and  A  conpan- 
las  311th  MG  and  ItheJ  312  MG  Bn.  in  woods  west  of  Nsntillols.  They  are 
held  up  by  own  artillery  fire,  patrols  report*  Rarest  orders*  1 

On  tha  right,  tha  316th  Infantry  advanced  against  raking  fire  coat¬ 
ing  out  of  tha  Bois  da  Brleulles  and  Bois  da  Sept serges  and  about  noon, 
as  tha  eneny  withdraw  froa  Nantlllois,  entered  tha  town,  each  of  tha 
foreaost  coapanles  having  lost  about  a  third  of  their  aen  that  aoraing. 

By  1300,  troops  ware  in  front  of  Hill  274,  and  a  halt  was  called  to  re- 

62 

organize  tha  battalions*  A  Geras n  war  diary  said  Naatillois  was  shell- 

55 

Quoted  in  History,  p*  134. 

51 

Msg,  Kuhn  to  Charles,  1106,  26  Sap l  Mag,  Rapelye  to  G  -  3  79th  Div, 
1700,  28  Sap  (79th  Div  Box  4,  32.16)»  History,  pp.  134  -  39. 

52 

History,  p.  133. 


30  - 


ed  with  yellow  cross  shortly  sftsr  It  mss  evacuated,  but  no  confirmation 

53 

has  been  found  in  79th  Division  records* 

About  1400,  troops  Iron  all  three  battalions  of  tha  315th,  with  six 
Frsnch  tanks  and  covered  by  75 'a  and  Machine  guns,  advanced  again,  their 
objective  Madeleine  Far*,  in  the  center  of  the  Bois  des  Ogons*  Hostile 
heavies  froei  east  of  the  Meuse,  field  guns  at  Madeleine  Fern,  and  nachine 
guns  at  the  edge  of  the  wood  knocked  out  or  drove  off  the  tanks  and 
withered  the  advancing  ranks*  Without  nore  artillery  support  those 
reaching  the  edge  of  the  woods  could  not  hold  on. 

The  reginent  was  ordered  back  to  the  reverse  slope  of  Hill  274  store 
the  1st  and  3rd  Battalions  "reorganized  their  shattered  ranks,  preparatory 
to  another  thrust  in  the  Bois  des  Ogons,"  while  the  2nd  Battalion  collected 
behind  then.  At  1640  Colonel  Knowles  told  division  headquarters «  "The 
nen  of  the  315th  Inf.  nust  have  food*  Too  weak  for  further  advance 
without  food-"  But  the  supply  and  ration  trains  were  still  below  Mont- 

KA 

faucon  and  could  not  get  up. 

Still  without  artillery  support,  at  1800  the  reginent  again  aoved 
out  against  the  Bois  des  Ogons,  100  neters  away,  got  inside  and  then  with¬ 
drew,  Just  as  "a  terrific  boobardnent* . -alnost  leveled  the  woods*"  The 

53  233rd  Brio  (117th  Plv)  WD,  28  Sep  (GFB  210,  fol  II,  p.  18). 

54 

History,  p*  141.  Msg,  Knowles  to  Div  Condr ,  1640  ,  26  Sept  (79th  Div 
Box  4,  32.16). 
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reginent  h«d  lost  34  killed  that  dayi  Colonel  Knowles  estiaated  total  casual- 
tlas  in  tha  315th  aa  15  officara  and  250  aen.55 

Or  tha  26th  a  convoy  of  food  reached  tha  regiaental  supply  coapanies 
perked  along  tha  Malancourt  -  Montfaucoa  road,  but  tha  latter  could  not  gat 
through  or  around  Montfaucoa  to  tha  advanca  liana  and  tha  aaaault  battalions 
got  little  or  none  of  the  food  or  Meter*  Thirteen  truckloads  of  caliber 
.30  end  37- an.  annunition,  as  nail  as  grenades  and  pyrotechnics*  ware 
»oew  where  between  Esnas  and  Malancourt*  A  horse  section  with  900,000 
rounds  of  caliber  *30  Managed  to  reach  a  point  Just  above  Malancourt  that 
afternoon*  Nearly  2,000  wounded*  gassed  and  sick  had  passed  through  ad¬ 
vanced  dressing  stations  by  than,  but  round  trips  for  ambulances  between 
Montfaucon  and  the  triage  at  Clair  Chfhe*  a  distance  of  a  little  wore 
than  10  klloMters  by  road,  were  taking  as  nueh  as  42  hours*  Horse  -  draw* 
vehicles  with  wounded  Bade  little  better  tine  "by  driving  out  through  nud, 
bushes*  and  shell  holes* 


At  1800  hours  on  28  September,  General  Kuhn  received  word  that  the 
4th  Division  on  his  right  was  still  about  a  kiloweter  ahead  of  his  troops* 
the  37th  on  the  left  about  the  sane*  Corps  orders  received  near  nidnight 
said  the  attack  was  to  be  res used  "not  later  than  7i00  o'clock"  the  next 
norning,  all  three  divisions  to  advance  "Independently  of  each  other*  push- 


History*  pp*  142  -  43i  Msg*  Knowles  to  G  -  2*  79th  Div*  1915*  26  Sep* 
Notei  6-3  issued  no  OCRs  for  the  three  days  24-27  Sep  and  that  for  27 
38  Sep*  on  a  nag  form,  said  only  that  the  3rd  Bn  316th  Inf  had  xptd  heavy 
casus* 

56  History*  pp.  146  -  46 1  Msg,  MsJ  Miller*  Div  Qrd  Off  to  CofS,  1400,  26 
Sep  (79th  Div  Box  4.  32*16). 
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They  war# 


ing  the  attack  with  tha  utmost  vigor  and  ragardlasa  of  coat."37 
to  raach  Boit  da  Gesnes,  Boia  da  Money*  and  la  Patit  Boia  without  fail* 
aaid  tha  dlviaion  hiatory.  Nothing  waa  aaid  about  tha  Boia  da  Cunal*  in 
tha  path  of  tha  79th  (Map  No.  6). 

5u  ihaild  frt  aye 

Tha  night  of  Saptanbar  28  -  29*  on  tha  front  linaa*  waa  ona  of 
horror."  Tha  ataady  cold  rain  that  day  had  tumad  tha  ground  into  nira* 
tha  ahall  holaa  into  graat  Buddy  poola*  Hoetlla  na china  gun a  in  tha  Boia 
daa  Ogons  and  tha  Boia  da  Cunal  awapt  ovar  tha  man  crouchad  in  Boia  268 
and  in  tha  laa  of  Hill  274.  Gnawing  hungar  grlppad  than.  Shall*  aaamad 
to  fall  in  avalanehaa  around  than*  and  avarywhara  thay  could  haar  tha  noana 
of  tha  woundad,  “many  of  whom  had  not  baan  and  could  not  ba  avacuatad." 
Runnara  carrying  tha  order*  that  night  for  tha  attack  wara  unabla  to 

56 

find  any  of  tha  coanand  poata  but  that  of  3rd  Battalion,  315th  Infantry. 

In  a  f inn  gaatura*  diviaion  ordarad  avarything  thrown  into  tha  linn* 

Tha  157th  Provlaional,  with  tha  316th  and  313th  Infantry*  31M.MG  Battalion, 
a  battalion  of  tank*  and  anothar  of  fiald  gun*  waa  to  advanc*  on  tha  laft* 
tha  158th  Provlaional  with  tha  315th  and  314th,  310th  MG  Battalion  and 
■lnilar  battalions  of  tanka  and  fiald  guns  on  tha  right.  A  thousand  maters 
behind  thi*  proposed  array  wa*  to  ba  division  rw serve,  a  battalion  each  from 

5? 

FO  46,  V  Corps,  2300,  26  Sepi  History,  p.  149. 

58 

History,  p.  150. 
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the  313th  and  314th  Infantry  and  thn  310th  MG  Battalion.  Back  of  then, 
presumably,  tha  Englnnara  and  thn  train#  warn  to  continue  thn  bat tin  of 
transportation. 

To  knap  than  all  going,  "brigade,  regimental  and  battalion  conmanders 
Inara  to]  uaa  avary  aaaM  regardless  of  coat  to  pravant  tha  advance  from 
baing  da  lay  ad- ’'~>9  It  «aa  a  pa  par  plan.  Tha  laat  semblance  of  organisa¬ 
tion  in  tha  diviaion  would  not  aurviva  tha  day* 

Tha  aaatt  waa  happening  in  tha  othar  diviaion#  of  V  Corpa*  Tha  lo»#aa 

in  tha  corpa  to  hostile  ahall  fira  on  26  Saptaabar  warn  reported  at  ovar 

5,000,  and  Amy  waa  only  too  awnra  that  artillary  aaaiatanca  waa  inper- 

60 

ativa  if  tha  diviaiona  warn  to  aurviva* 

At  0500  on  tha  29th,  with  balloon  obaarvara  up,  anaaiy  battariaa  naar 

Cunal,  in  tha  Bola  da  Cunal,  and  around  Madalaina  Farw  opened  up  with  HE, 

ahrapnel,  and  "a c»aa  phosgene  and  Bustard  gaa,*  aaid  G  -  2,  while  flanking 

fire  from  aaat  of  tha  Meuae  at  tinea  tamed  even  wore  davaatating  than  tha 

frontal  fire*  Tha  historian  of  tha  313th  Infantry  said  tha  gaa  shelling 

61 

waa  a lnot t  constant  that  day* 

59 

FO  9,  79th  Div,  2330,  26  Sap. 
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Amy  Arty  G  -  2  M),  0130,  29  Sap* 

61 

SOI  15,  79th  Div,  26  -  29  Sap  (901#  for  29  Sap  -  7  Oct  have  not  bean 

found)i  Thorn,  History  of  tha  313th  Inf,  p.  35. 

Mag,  LO  with  37th  Div,  29  Sap  (79th  Div  Box  4,  32*16),  described  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  right  brigade  of  th3  37th  Div  as  similar  to  those  in  the 

79th i  continual  eneny  gaa  fira,  no  food,  and  the  troop#  badly  in  need  of 

relief* 


Tht  preparatory  fir#  for  tha  attack  at  0600  "mi  a  fiasco,"  a  ad  no 
advaace  could  ba  aada  a 9a last  tha  aachlae  guaa  la  Bolt  250  a ad  tha  Boia 
daa  Ogons.  Oury  at  0845  reported  "all  line*  under  heavy  K.E*,  ahrapael 
a  ad  gas,"  and  General  Kuhn  called  on  4th  Divialoa  for  help<  "My  division 
on  approximate  line  10.0  -  81.4  to  11.0  -  82*1  Ll.e»»  half  a  kilometer 
short  of  Bols  250  and  Ogons]  cannot  advance  because  of  enfilade  artil¬ 
lery  fire  from  the  right.  Cannot  advance  unless  your  left  brigade  also 
advances  at  the  saae  tine. *  But  an  artlllary  liaison  officer  reported 
at  0920i 


The  4th  Division  on  our  right  is  veil  advanced  into  the  Boie  des  Ogons 
....On  Hill  274  I  found  companies  of  the  314th  Inf  held  back  by  one 
Machine  gun  located  In  the  Bols  des  Ogoas  which  had  not  been  aopped  by 
the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  8ns  of  the  315th  Inf  who  are  completely  over  Hill 
274  and  into  tha  woods.* .Found  wounded  aea  who  had  lain  on  the  ground 
since  1 1 00  o'clock  yesterday  without  attention....62 


About  1100  hours  the  73rd  Brigade  (37th  Division)  on  the  left  was 
seen  falling  back  froa  the  position  It  had  reached.  Then  the  316th  In 
front  began  to  withdrew,  back  through  the  313th,  to  the  east  edge  of 
the  Bolt  de  Beuge,  mingling  with  the  313th  and  314th.63  General  Nichol¬ 
son  stopped  then  all,  reformed  the  lines,  and  ordered  than  to  advance, 
the  313th  In  front  this  time,  though  it  was  now  Just  a  crowd  of  soae 


62 

Meg,  CO  157th  Brig  to  CG  79th  Dlv,  1010,  29  Sept  Meg,  Lt  C.A.  Nebb 
at  157th  Brig  K  to  CO  121st  FA  (3hd  Div),  0920  ,  29  Sep  (79th  Dlv  Box  4, 
32. 16) 1  History,  pp.  154  -  56. 

63 

Thom,  Hlatorv  of  the  313th  Inf,  p.  35 j  Miller,  The  313th  of  the 
79th.  pp.  121  -  22. 
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500  am.  About  the  mm  nuaber  were  available  la  tha  316th  Infantry  — 
•stragglers,  Uttar  baarara  aad  eaaualtlaa  ara  tha  cauaa ,  aoatly  itny* 
glars-"^* 


Nicholson  raportad  "that  tha  nan  were  dying  oa  thair  feet ,•  tha  313th 
extreaely  depleted,  ions  companies  raduead  to  15  aaa<  Another  raport, 


•that  tha  troopa  of  tha  313th.  314th  and  315th  were  badly  disorganized,* 

aad  only  tha  2nd  Battalion,  314th  Iafaatry.  had  ratlrad  undar  ordara.  in- 

65 

dlcatad  alnoat  complete  chaos. 

First  Amy  G  -  3,  laaraiag  of  tha  haavy  fira  oa  tha  37th  aad  79th, 
phonad  instructions  to  Caaoroa  at  V  Corps' 


Your  two  right  divisions  aPPsrantly  hold  up  by  hostila  artillary  locatad 
in  Bo  is  da  Cunal.  Bo  is  da  Valoup,  aad  along  Roaagaa  -  Cuaal  road*  Gas 
should  ba  usad  to  neutralize  battarias  ia  thasa  positions  nhila  our  troops 
advance.  Tha  Amy  Contender  desires  this  aaaas  of  ovarcoadag  opposition 
aad  delay  utilized.  If  your  artillery  hasn't  tha  necessary  aaaunition 
within  reach,  call  oa....Aire  Grouping. ...  for  help,  indicating  exact  targets 
...Use  of  No.  5  shall  [phosgene J  is  suggested... .No.  20  bustard  gasJ  shells 
should  be  used,  especially  for  obstinate  points. • -not  [to]  ba  occupied 
afterwards. ...Hostile  infantry  concentrations  sufficiently  in  advance  of  $£ 
our  troops  should  be  baaberded  with  short  intensive  bursts  of  No.  5  shall* 


But  Canaron,  as  on  tha  night  before,  apparently  had  no  intention  of 


Msg,  157th  Brig  Hq  to  CG  79th  Div,  1307,  29  Sap. 


Mag  nano.  Nicholson  to  Kuhn,  ca*  1115,  29  Sap I  Nag  naa».  Lt  Landrey* 
314th  Inf,  ca*  1225,  29  Sap  (79th  Div  Box  4,  32.16). 


Tala  instru,  Col  NcCleave  to  CG  V  Corps,  sub<  Use  of  Gas,  with  copies 
to  III  Corps,  C  Amy  Arty,  Aire  Gpg  (AEF  GHQ  1st  Amy  Rpts  Bon  3362,  113*0)i 
also  in  USA  in  tha  W  (Nishington,  1948),  IX,  155. 
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using  gat.  Actually)  any  kind  of  uaaful  artillary  fira  oa  that  front 
mbs  now  alaost  out  of  tha  question,  and  Nicholson's  call  for  all  tha 
artillary  support  possible,  in  an  attsnpt  to  gat  tha  advanca  going  again, 
want  unansnarad.  Supply  nat  at  a  standstill  and  artillary  and  infantry 
liaison  had  broktn  down. 

Moving  out  of  Boia  266,  tha  313th  Infantry  ancountarad  haavy  ns china 
gun  fira  at  ones,  and  “upon  raaching  tha  woods  Lflois  250?]  thay  wars 
found  to  ba  haavily  gassed* ■67 

At  1245,  has ring  of  tha  rat iranant  of  tha  316th,  Ganaral  Kuhn  ordarad 
it  collsctad  in  tha  Bo  is  da  Bauga,  thar#  to  ba  consolidatad  as  ona  bat¬ 
talion.  Soaw  hours  latar  Colonal  Maador,  taking  over  tha  ragiwant  fron 
Colonal  Charlas,  rapliadi 

Qrdars  to  reorganize  [in]  Bauga  racaivad  1325,  but  313th  Inf  has  relieved 
us  for  assault  Ion  Ganaral  Nicholson's  orders]  and  is  hald  up  with  ruinous 
losses  on  north  adgs  of  Hood  268,  falling  in  scattered  groups,, .This  ragi- 
nant  [has]  affactiva  about  450,  3l3th  also  fast  Halting  away.6” 

Bafora  ha  haard  fron  Maador,  Ganaral  Kuhn  had  alraady  notifiad  corpa > 


Lina  advancad  this  noming  as  ordarad  to  south  adga  Bois  das  Ogons* •  .Lina 
anfiladad  by  artillary  fira  fron  right  and  laft...and  f oread  to  fall  back 
bacause  of  this  fira,  aa china  gun  fira,  and  total  axhaustion  of  troops.  1 
considar  than  incapabla  of  furthar  driving  powar.... Troops  on  ny  right 
raportad  falling  back... I  an  of  tha  opinion  that  if  tha  advanca  is  to  ba 
naintainad  fra ah  troops  oust  ba  suppliad  and  hostila  artillary  kapt  down*69 


67  - 

Thorn,  History  of  tha  313th  Inf,  p.  36. 

68  Clock,  History  of  316th  Raot.  pp.  42  -  43|  History,  p.  159. 

69 

Msg,  Kuhn  to  0G  V  Corps,  1245  ,  29  Sap,  and  rapaat  nag,  1303  (79th 
Div  Box  4,  32.16). 


Cm  the  left,  el onsets  of  tho  315th  for  tho  third  tine  that  mormlmg 


fall  back  to  Kill  274.  At  1500,  Colonel  Knowles  reported* 


Regiment. ..couth  of  line  10.5  -  81.6  [below  Kill  274 J... with  orders  to 
organize,  collect  stragglers  (aost  of  whoa  are  aft*  food  and  water), 
dig  ia  or  get  shelter  and  await  orders... 316,  314,  313  aea  aired  with 
us  -  trying  to  weed  thea  out  end  report  [to]  their  organizations.  Ef¬ 
fectives  this  regiaent  approx  50  percent... Men  are  of  good  aorale,  but 
badly  exhausted  because  of  lack  of  food,  water,  sleep*  Officers  getting 
scarce.  Med  officers  left  [are]  all  in... Many  wouaded7nho  could  be  saved 
are  dying  because  of  lack  of  attention  and  exposure... 


The  G  -  3  operations  report  at  noon  that  day  consisted  of  three 
pages  of  field  aessages  received  at  headquarters*  It  also  included 
the  inforaation  that  "gas  [was]  being  used”  by  the  assay,  and  said 
division  plans  were  "to  reorganize  the  disorganized  coaasnds  preparatory 
to  reaiadag  the  advance.”71 


At  1625  and  again  at  1732  hours.  Colonel  Oury,  who  two  days  before 
had  taken  over  the  158th  Provisional  Brigade  (314th  and  315th  Infantry), 
asked  permission  to  withdraw  his  aen.  HE  and  gas  fire  had  been  continuous 
for  sons  tine  and  he  had  been  gassed  out  of  his  caanand  post.  All  the 
troops  were  now  vary  tired  and  if  ordered  to  advance  again,  said  Oury, 
there  was  "danger  of  disorganized  retirement"  that  night  "develop  the  poe- 

75 

Msg,  Knowles,  CO  315th  Inf,  1500,  29  Sepi  History,  p.  162* 

71 

DOR,  79th  Div,  28  -  29  Sep.  The  DOR  for  29  -  30  Sep,  dated  2  Oct, 
consisted  only  of  five  pages  of  aessages. 
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sibillty  of  a  staapada  soaawhara  along  tha  linn*"72  Coloaal  Maador  raportad 
that  his  316th  Iafaatry  auafearad  150  aaa  with  thrna  aachiaa  guns  oa  a  oaa  - 
ki loan tar  fpoat,  with  no  food,  littla  watar,  sad  Just  7,000  rouads  of  is- 
aunitlon.73 

Gaaaral  Kuha's  rafusal  to  withdraw  aa  hour  latar  concluded*  *Ruaors 
hava  baaa  pravalaat  that  tha  79th  Divisioa  is  to  ba  raliavad.  This  rusor 
has  ao  foundation  la  fact,  sad  aust  ba  suppresed**  Coloaal  Ckxry  was  to 
raliava  tha  315th  with  tha  314th  Infantry  a ad  prapara  to  advaaca  abova 
Naatillois-  By  that  tlaa,  2047  hours,  Coloaal  Oury  was  raportiag  “tha 
315th  Iaf  ratraatiag  frow  its  position"  sad  "*  ratrograda  aovaataat  by 
tha  ragiawat  oa  ay  right  [la  4th  Divisioa?]**  Tha  ragiaaatal  coaaaadars 
had  baan  found  and  ordarad  to  procaad  back  to  tha  front  but  tha  troops 
wara  "asking  no  attaapt  to  aova  forward* "?4 

Not  carts  in  his  previous  aassaga  had  got  through,  at  1930  Gaaaral 
Kuhn  again  raportad  to  V  Corps  that  ha  had  ordarad  all  troops  to  withdraw 
and  prapara  positions  along  tha  north  adga  of  Bois  da  Baugs  and  in  froat 
of  Naatillois*  "Dus  to  casualtias  and  straggling,  tha  affactlvs  forca  now 
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Msg,  Oury  at  Naatillois  to  Kuhn,  1625,  1732,  2020,  29  Sapi  Msg,  Oury 
to  G  -  3  79th  Div,  1630,  29  Sap  (79th  Div  Boras  4,  14,  32*16)*  Thara  wara 
in  raply  to  Msg,  Kuha  to  157th  Brig,  158th  Brig,  1500,  29  Sap*  "tttat  is 
situation  aow?***Dlg  in.. ..Report  frequently.  No  causa  for  alazsi*  Rastora 
coafidaaca  of  troops** 

73 

Msg,  CO  316th  Iaf  to  Kuha,  1900,  29  Sap* 

74 

Msg,  Oury  to  Kuha,  2047,  29  Sap  (79th  Div  Box  14,  32*16)i  History, 
pp*  162  -  63* 
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available  ia  laes  thaa  50  pa re ant  of  tha  original  atrangth  of  tha  connand. 
All. ..are  completely  exhausted  and  ineapabla  of  affaetiva  action... Land] 
have  bean  under  a  terrific  ahall  fire*  nixed  with  gas,  for  nora  than  24 
hours* « .The  conannd  ha a  bean  on  vary  abort  rationa  and  [without]  water 
(for]  tha  la at  36  houra  becauae  of  tha  artillery  fire*  1  an  informed 
that  a  aonewhat  ainilar  aituation  axiata  on  ny  right  and  left..*"7^ 

An  anany  counterattack  againat  tha  37th  and  79th  Diviaiona  that 
day  night  have  bean  disastrous*  Inatead,  aald  V  Corps,  tha  anany 
atruck  further  to  tha  left,  and  "both  tha  91at  Diviaion  of  5th  Corpa 
and  tha  35th  Diviaion  of  lat  Corpa  had  bean  forced  to  retire  fron  tha 
extenaive  gain*  that  they  had  made,  bacauaa  of  tha  anany'a  superiority 
of  fire  and  of  inability  to  receive  aupport  fron  the  renainder  of  the 
line*"  Tha  corpa  line  of  reaiatance  that  night  waa  along  Cota  231  - 
canter  of  Boi«  Clergea  -  north  edge  of  Boia  da  Beuge  -  one  kilonatar 
north  of  Nantilloia*  Tha  37th  and  79th  Diviaiona  would  have  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  at  once,  and  part  of  the  91  at  before  long.  Thera  would  be  no 
„  76 

attack  on  tha  30th* 

^ - 

Mag,  Kuhn  to  CG  V  Corpa,  1930,  29  Sap;  Hiatory,  p>  168. 
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Connects  by  Corpa  Condr  [suwaarall]  upon  Opna  of  Fifth  Amy  Corpa, 
n*d*  (V  Corpa  Box  2,  11);  Chron  Stat  of  Brents,  V  Corpa,  29  and  30  Sap; 

FO  49,  V  Corpa,  2300,  29  Sap. 

Note'  At  2215  houra,  V  Corpa,  with  no  attack  planned,  naked  Amy 'a 
Meuse  Gpg  to  gas  anany  batteries  at  Cunel  and  tha  adjacent  hill  through 
tha  night.  No  confirmation  has  bean  found.  Amy  Arty  G  -  2  ND,  2215, 

29  Sap. 
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Word  cam  at  1a  At  thAt  th#  inf  entry  of  the  3rd  Division  ms  coding 

under  forced  aerch  to  the  rsllsf  of  thn  79th  that  night*  At  2220  hours, 

whan  th#  rail  wing  forces  felled  to  appear,  Kuhn  asked  Oury  to  hold  on 

as  best  he  could*  "It  would  be  a  pity  should  the  awi  fail  to  salntaln 
77 

discipline  now.”  The  3rd  Division  coluan  did  not  reach  Montfaucon 
until  1045  oa  30  Septeaber  and  it  was  1300  when  the  daylight  relief 
began.  Ca  the  left,  the  37th  Division  ms  relieved  by  the  32ad* 

All  day  on  the  30th  the  scattered  infantry  of  the  79th  cam  back 
over  the  battlefield  to  the  rear  of  no  nan's  land  below  the  Avocourt  - 
Nilancourt  trenches,  the  Engineer  regiaent  falling  back  with  than  until 
orders  arrived  sending  it  back  to  3rd  Division  to  continue  road  build¬ 
ing.78  "Utter  confusion  prevailed"  around  Malancourt  for  the  next  two 

days  as  the  aen  sat  around  huddled  in  their  blankets  and  their  officers, 

79 

as  weary  as  they,  tried  to  sake  sense  out  of  the  chaos* 

For  five  days  First  Aray  reaslned  in  place,  relieving  used  up 
divisions  and  clearing  as  far  as  possible  the  roads  in  the  sector,  while 
the  eneay  poured  in  fresh  divisions  and  guns*  Iftere  there  had  been  four 

77  - 

*9.  Kuhn  to  Oury,  2200,  29  Sep* 

78 

Tel  order,  CofS  1st  Aray  to  Burtt  CofS  V  Corps,  1516,  29  Sep  (AEF 
GHQ  1st  Aray  Rpts  Box  3382,  113*0) |  FO  47,  v  Corps,  1700,  79  Sept  FO  10, 
79th  Dlv,  0630,  30  Sept  History,  pp*  171  -  72* 

79 

Col  Oury,  Opas  Rpt,  314th  Inf,  16  Nov  (79th  Div  Box  18,  33*6). 
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G«nn*n  divisions  on  tha  front  on  25  Saptsnbar,  a  waak  latar  thara  wara 
nina,  with  aora  cowing  in.  Nh an  tha  advsnca  was  raauaad  on  4  October, 

3rd  Oiviaion  with  244  guns  in  support  sad  four  battalions  of  tanks 
loading  tha  way  found  tha  ground  abova  Nantillois  as  savagaly  oppoaad 
as  had  tha  79th,  its  linos  of  cooaunicatioas  rapaatadly  shall ad  with 
quantities  of  gas* 

In  savan  days  3rd  Division  advancad  spproxisutaly  four  kilos*tars» 
to  within  half  a  nila  of  Cunal.  Elawants  of  tha  division,  transfarrad 
to  III  Corps,  continuad  tha  attack  in  tha  diraction  of  Clary  la  Grand, 
and  aftar  tan  days  elaarad  tha  Bois  da  Forat  (saa  Map  No*  3)*  On  27 
Octo bar  it  was  raliavad  a  alia  balow  Clary  la  Grand,  having  lost  aora 
than  1,150  killad,  4,200  woundad,  and  1,500  gas sad.* 

Pit  £2*1  SL  IQ  JSUflMlm 

For  a  division  with  "aora  than  half  its  strangth. .  .wade  up  of  draftaas 
of  not  swra  than  four  aonths'  sarvica  and  considarably  lass  of  actual  train¬ 
ing,"  said  Ganaral  Kuhn  at  Nilancourt,  it  had  dona  wall  to  advanca  alaost 
tan  kiloastars  and  taka  905  prisoners.*** 

Ganaral  Hoafar,  coassandar  of  tha  117th  Division,  also  thought  his 
troops  had  dona  wall,  particularly  thosa  vat an ns  of  tha  Sowm,  tha  450th 

eo 

3rd  Division  Suw  of  (tens  in  tha  world  nr  (Anar  Bsttla  Noau  Conn, 
bsshington,  D.C.,  1944),  pp.  57  -  58 i  Nad  Dapt  Statistical  Col  Brooka 
Payne,  (iotas  upon  tha  support  of  tha  3rd  Div  by  its  Divisional  Arty,  30 
Sap  -  20  Oct  (V  Corps  Box  4,  18*2). 

81 

Ltr,  OG  79th  Div  to  CG  V  Corps,  2  Oct,  subi  Rpt  of  Opns  (79th  Div 
Box  6,  33.6). 
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and  11th  Grenafljtr  BtgJatall*  who  h«d  "held  thalr  poaitlona  in  a  daap  wedge 
south  of  Montfaucon  and  retired  only  upon  order."  Tha  117th  Divialon  had 
lost  ovar  40  parcant  of  its  forcaa  including  attachad  troops  in  tha  four  - 
day  battle*  8  officars  and  76  nan  killed*  23  officars  and  411  nan  wounded* 
and  39  officars  and  2*135  nan  capturad  or  missing*  for  a  total  of  2*692 
casualties.  Tha  79th  Division,  masting  most  of  tha  two  regiments  from 
tha  Somme*  accountad  for  at  laast  half  tha  total  casualtias  of  tha  German 
division. 

On  3  Octobar,  in  billats  abova  Dun-sur-  Mausa,  Gansral  Hoafar  had 
just  3*941  officars  and  man  laft.  Nina  hundrad  racruits  wars  assignad 
to  him,  but  115  of  thasa  wars  being  held  at  tha  raplacsmsnt  cantar  to 

Oo 

face  court  -  martial  proceedings  for  saitiny.  Tha  117th  Division  was  to 

do  no  more  fighting.  It  cans  into  tha  line  again  on  2  November  only  to 
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taka  part  in  the  final  retreat  across  tha  Mausa. 

As  computed  after  tha  relief  on  30  September*  casualtias  in  tha  79th 
Division  ware  reported  as  149  officars  and  4,966  man  killed*  wounded*  or 
missing.  It  was  a latost  a  pure  guess.  Later  division  counts  put  tha  kill¬ 
ed  and  wounded  at  numbers  ranging  between  2*527  and  3*380,  and  gas  casual" 
ties  between  147  and  594.  Official  Medical  Department  statistics  were  to 
show  597  killed,  2,375  wounded*  and  473  gassed*  for  a  total  of  3,435 
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117th  Dlv  Order  la  4866*  1  Oct;  Rpt  of  Losses  21  -  30  Sap*  117th  Div. 

2  Oct  (GFB  209,  fol  I,  pp.  18,  79)i  Rpt  la  4909,  117th  Dlv  to  Go  Maas  Mast. 

3  Oct,  sub t  Battle  worth  of  the  division  (GFB  209*  fol  I*  p.  12)» 
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History  of  251  Divisions  of  tha  German  Army  (GPO,  1920),  p.  611. 
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battle  casualties  in  those  five  days*  General  *****•'•  ••**•■*•  °*  Septem¬ 
ber  that  hie  remaining  effective  strength  mbs  no  more  than  SO  percent  of 
his  original  forces  apparently  took  into  account  soma  three  or  four 
thousand  stragglers  and  unnumbered  wounded  sdio,  more  fortunate  than  others* 
made  their  way  to  adjacent  aid  stations  or  field  hospitals*  Os  the  night  of 
the  30th,  the  304th  Sanitary  Train  reported  its  hospitals  clogged  with 

patients  from  three  or  more  divisions,  every  truck  in  use,  and  the  influx 
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continuing  without  letup* 

In  his  report  for  the  week  ending  29  September,  Captain  Clark,  Division 
Gas  Officer,  said  that  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  enemy  guns  from  their  ad¬ 
vanced  position*  Just  prior  to  the  attack,  no  gas  had  been  encountered  un¬ 
til  about  1400  on  27  September  when  intermittent  gas  shelling  began,  most 
of  it  on  the  far  slope  of  Montfaucon  and  on  the  wood  east  of  the  town.  Up 
to  noon  on  the  26th,  about  500  shells  had  fallen  in  this  area,  no  more 
than  50  of  then  gas  shells*  They  were  mostly  blue  cross  shells  (diphenyl- 
chloroarsine),  with  a  few  green  (phosgene)  and  yellow  cross  (mustard  gas) 
mixed  in*  Forty -five  gas  cases  were  accounted  for,  almost  a  casualty  per 
shell,  but  three  -  quarters  of  the  casualties,  he  said,  were  doubtful  cases*^ 

W - 

Ltr,  CG  79th  Div  to  OG  V  Corps,  2  Oct,  subt  Rpt  of  Opnsi  Ltr,  CG  79th 
Div  to  C-in-C  AEF,  24  Oct,  subi  Rpt  of  Opns  (both  in  79th  Div  Box  6,  33*6)j 
Med  D#p*  statistics  in  Analysis,  p*  81.  History,  pp*  174,  427)  Periodical 
Rpt,  CO  304th  San  Tr,  29  -  30  Sep,  18  Oct  (Med  Dept  Box  3867,  fol  3). 

Clock, p.  45,  said  the  strength  of  the  316th  Inf  on  4  Oct  was  down  to 
l,858i  Thom,  p.  36,  that  the  313th  Inf  had  lost  1,245  officers  and  men* 


Ltr,  DGO  79th  Div  to  C  CMS  Def  Div,  29  Sep,  eubi  Meekly  summary  (79th 
Div  Box  220,  319.1). 
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He  u  yet  knew  nothing  of  the  othnr  400  or  nor*  cams  thon  coning  in  to  the 
gu  hospitals  in  the  sector. 


First  Any  was  awart  that  though  tha  enemy  had  fir  ad  ralativaly  littla 
gas  in  tha  four-  day  period ,  tha  nunbars  of  nan  everywhere  reporting  them¬ 
selves  gassed  had  been  alarmingly  high.  On  30  September*  after  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  some  of  the  alleged  gas  cates  by  the  Inspector  General  of  the  A£F, 

First  Army  ordered  that  no  sera  patients  were  to  be  evacuated  at  gatted  un- 
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late  certified  by  a  Division  Medical  Gas  Officer. 

In  his  monthly  report  a  week  later*  Captain  Clark  added  nothing  to 
his  original  count  of  gas  casualties.  He  nay  have  had  nothing  to  add*  part¬ 
ly  because  his  regimental  and  battalion  gas  officers  during  the  advance  had 
been  almost  wholly  occupied  with  other  than  gas  duties.  "As  a  rule  cooper¬ 
ation  of  the  commanding  officers  in  gas  defense  has  been  good.. ..There  are 
soam  exceptions."  However*  in  the  short  period  the  troops  had  been  at  the 
front  and  in  action  there  had  been  no  real  test  of  gas  training,  or  as 
Captain  Clark  said,  "Gas  training  and  discipline*... cannot  be  adequately 
determined,  at  only  subjection  to  gas  of  soot  severity  and  for  toaw  time 

87 

can  develop  Just  what  has  been  accomplished  in  this  respect." 

Ltr,  CofS  1st  Army  to  OG  V  Corps*  30  Sep*  tubt  Gassed  men  (79th  Div 
Box  214,  704). 

87 

Ltr*  DGO  to  C  CMS*  8  Oct,  subi  Monthly  Rpt  for  Sep. 
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Enawy  um  of  gas,  in  all  likelihood,  was  only  the  final  hazard  co*- 
trlbutiag  to  tha  disorganization  of  tha  79th,  aa  it  was  1a  tha  37th  Divlaloa 

on  ita  laft,  idtara  9a a  accouatad  for  a  third  again  aa  aaay  gaa  eaaaa  aa  la 

68 

tha  79th.  Tha  Corps  Inspector,  vlalting  thaaa  two  divlaiona  on  2  Oetobar, 

gava  faw  details  about  tha  ahapa  of  tha  79th  but  aald  that  ^at  firat  in- 

•paction  tha  37th  Dlvialon  [appeared]  in  battar  condition.*  Straggling  in 
tha  37th  had  raducad  ita  coabat  fopca  only  to  about  80  parcant,  ita  infan¬ 
try  showed  littla  sign  of  atrain,  had  diacardad  no  pecks  and  littla  a gulp- 
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■ant,  and  would  probably  ba  fit  again  in  a  waak'a  tine. 


tolilnt . XtU9l  San 


Cn  3  Oetobar,  aftar  strenuous  but  not  altogathar  auccaaaful  afforta 

"to  gathar  In  all  atragglara  and  to  affact  reorganization, "  tha  diviaion 

racaivad  ordara  to  taka  up  tha  watch  that  night  to  tha  zona  of  Blondlat'a 

II  Colonial  Corpa,  across  tha  Mauaa*  Without  tine  to  coaplata  sorting  out 

ita  units,  tha  diviaion  sat  out  in  coluas  of  provisional  brigadas,  slogging 
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aouth  until  aftar  nldnight. 


Ltr,  Div  Surg  37th  Div  to  Ch  Surg  V  Corps,  24  Dae,  subi  Caaualtias  (Mad 
Dapt  Box  3742,  fol  2),  said  caaualtias  26  Sap  -  4  Oct  ware  424  killad,  1,708 
wound ad,  and  729  gassad.  Field  hoap  lists  howavar  record  620  gassed  and 
1,332  wounded  in  tha  37th  Div  between  26  Sep  and  3  Oct,  with  360  of  the  gassed 
in  tha  79th  Div  hospitals*  37th  Div  hospitals  listed  131  exhaustion  or  ex¬ 
haustion  -  gaa  cases  on  30  Sep,  and  9  ft on  tha  79th  Div  (Mad  Dapt  Box  3748). 
79th  Div  hospitals  recorded  no  exhaustion  cases* 
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Ltr,  V  Corps  In sp  to  IG  AEF,  2  Oct,  aubt  Preliw  rpt  on  37th  Div  (V 
Corpa  Box  63,  fol  91). 
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Secret  Order,  79th  Div,  2  Oct  (79th  Div  Box  3,  32.13)l  FO  11,  79th 
Div,  3  Oct. 
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toil*  on  th*  Mrch  th*  division  ms  dirsctsd  to  relieve  th*  26th 
Division,  with  th#  Fr*nch  colonial  corps  in  tha  Troyon  soctor,  about  13 
kilometers  north  of  St*  ttihlsl*  Kuhn  wrote  to  Blondlat  that  h*  did  not 
think  his  troops  could  complete  th*  aarch  or  that  th*y  war*  in  condition 
for  duty  "even  in  a  quiet  s*ctora  until  thay  had  had  at  laast  thro*  days 
of  absolut*  rast*  Urged  on,  th*  troops  raschad  tha  and  of  thair  31  -  kilo- 
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■star  aarch  thro*  days  latar* 

Tha  Troyon  sactor  ms  a  rast  araa  ahara  th*  “opposing  enemy  lin* 
ms  hold  by  a  saaond  or  third  rat*  Qaman  division  Ltha  13th  landwehr], 
which  had  baan  uniformly  unsuccessful  in  raiding.  [.However,  3  th*  German 
artillary  ms  active,  especially  on  th*  towns  in  th*  zona  of  Observation," 
in  th*  doavra  plain  balow  th*  heights  of  th*  Meuse*92 

Th*  relief  of  th*  26th  Division  ms  asda  in  th*  cold  rain  on  th* 
night  of  7  -  8  October,  two  battalions  each  of  the  313th  and  316th  In¬ 
fantry  taking  over  a  nine  -  kiloaatar  front  running  northwest  to  southeast 
along  th*  heights  of  tha  C$t*s  da  Meuse,  looking  out  on  th*  Moavra  plain 
(Map  No.  ?).  Th*  other  two  ragiaants  of  th*  79th  raaslnad  in  reserve  west 
of  th*  Mausa,  to  coaplata  reorganization  and  begin  graatly  needed  training.93 
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Ltr,  OG  79th  Div  to  CG  II  Col  Corps,  5  Oct,  subi  79th  Div  (79th  Div  Box  204 
322*03) i  Msmo,  Col  F*  P.  Lahm,  G  -  3  staff,  1st  Any  for  G  -  3  1st  Amy,  12 
Oct,  sub i  Rpt  on  79th  Div  (79th  Div  Box  7,  33*6). 

92 

Ordr*  General  321,  II  Col  Corps,  3  Oct  (Fr  Files  Box  113,  30.1)»  90  811, 
II  Col  Corps,  3  Oct  (79th  Div  Box  6,  32*7) j  quota  froa  FO  12,  79th  Div,  3  Oct 


The  single  major  gas  attack  on  the  79th  during  the  mar  occurred  on 
the  night  of  9  -  10  October  as  the  division  relieved  the  French  batta lions 
still  holding  outpost  positions  in  the  Zone  of  Observation.  The  division 
had  arrived  on  the  front  of  tiTifent  m  Abtalluna  C  (Army  De¬ 

tachment  C).  just  as  that  corps  received  orders  to  begin  an  Army  -  wide 
contamination  of  the  allied  lines*  Groups  Ebana  and  Gor»  were  to  carry 
out  their  yellow  cross  shoots  two  nights  later •  on  12  October ,  and  Groups 
Mlhlal  and  Mats  the  following  night. 

Yellow  cross  shell  wes  the  principal  defensive  weapon  remaining  to 
the  German  forces  west  of  the  Moselle*  The  transfer  of  its  best  attack: 
divisions  to  the  Argonne  front  had  left  Army  Detachment  C  with  broken,  sick, 
and  worn-out  units  incapable  of  withstanding  a  Major  attack,  yet  it  had  the 
task  of  stopping  any  advance  on  the  Longuyon  -  Briey  -  Diedenhofen  industrial 
complex  in  its  rear*  Its  only  hope  of  breaking  up  expected  allied  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  attack  was  to  keep  the  batteries  and  troops  opposite  under 
yellow  cross  contalminatlon.  with  companies  averaging  8b  men  each,  it  plan¬ 
ned  to  convert  its  infantry  almost  entirely  into  machine  gun  units*  Bat¬ 
talions  with  four  companies  were  to  establish  at  least  six  machine  gun 
nests  per  company,  two  guns  per  nest,  using  their  remaining  effectives  ae 
protection  for  the  gunners*  Battalions  with  three  companies  mere  to  ^ in- 

94 

tain  at  least  eight  machine  gun  nests  per  company*  And  as  eoon  as  the 
corps  had  carried  out  the  initial  contamination  shoots,  each  was  to  be 
resupplied  with  12,00(7  additional  yellow  cross  shells,  to  be  kept  in  readi¬ 
ness  if  the  expected  attack  became  imminent*^ 
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MG  Order  la  3343  ,  3  Octt  UQ  Order  la  3548,  11  Oct  (GFB  107,  fol  X, 
pp*  70,  118). 

"  UL  Order  la  3713,  17  Oct  (ibid*,  p.  138). 
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On  10  October,  Arwv  Detach— nt  C  reported  that  during  the  night  Group 
Cowbrea  had  "carried  out  a  large  yellow  croaa  a hoot  on  for aw oat  battery 
po alt Iona  under  particularly  favorable  weather  condltlona* “  The  contewln- 
ation  ahoot  HERBSTTAU  ("Autuwn  Dew")  with  11,000  rounda*  aaid  Group  Cowbrea. 
had  been  put  on  troope  billet a  In  Treaauvaux,  Cowbrea,  Harbeuvllle,  and 
ifcnnonvllle,  aa  wall  aa  on  enawy  battery  poaitlona*^ 

79th  Diviaion  G  -  2  reported  that  "at  22h30,  9  October,  a  heavy  boat- 
berdwent  aw  a  opened  on  the  village  of  fennonvllle  with  aowa  fire  directed 
on  Saulx  [Map  No.  8].  Seventy  -  five  percent  of  theee  ahella  were  Yellow 
Croaa* •• .Hannonvl lie  we a  aet  on  fire  and  burned  for  [three  hours ]•*  Elae- 
where  In  the  aawe  report  G  -  2  eatlwated  the  enewy  fire  for  9-10  October 
at  614  ahella,  Including  00  gaa  and  HE  round a  on  Hannonvl lie.  Appended  waa 
a  recent  itew  of  intelligence! 


Attention  la  dra«x>  to  the  fact  that  the  enewy  la  now  mploying  an  lncreaelng 
nuwber  of  gaa  ahella  containing  conalderoble  quantities  of  high  explosive. 

It  aeewa  probable  that  It  la  hie  intention  to  awploy  thia  type  of  gaa  ahell 
• l*o at  exclusively  in  the  future*...Uhtil  recently  the  only  cowbined  gaa  and 
high  exploaive  ahella  uaed  in  large  numbers  on  the  Brltlah  Front  have  been 
Blue  Croaa*. • In  a  recent  Yellow  Croaa  ahell  bawberdeent,  however,. . .all  the 
ahella  burat  like  high  exploaive... land  the  gaa  wasJ  aaid  to  have  been 
waaked  by  the  fuwea  of  the  high  exploaive*’7 


The  note  wi  tiwely,  for  the  Diviaion  Gaa  Officer  wea  to  report  that  the 
Gexwana  had  uaed  the  new  yellow  croaa  -  HE  ahell,  recently  deaignated 
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&&  Qr<*er  la  3545,  10  Oct;  Dally  Rpt  of  Arwy  Hag  Center,  10  Oct  (GFB 
107 1  PP: JW).  Hotel  Homing  R 

aaid  Gp  Ebena  fired  10,000  yellow  croaa  ahe 
front a*  Shoot a  by  Goa  Hlhlel  and  Itotx  were 
but  no  rounds  given. 


iwy  uenxer, 

ARC.  13  Oct  (ibid. 
.  Gorx.  14,  (XX/  c 
ao  confirmed  (ibid. 
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SOI  3,  79th  Dlv,  9  -  10  OCt 
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Lorraine  yellow  cross  by  the  British  and  French*  Only  the  odor  of  the 
atomized  Bustard  gas  distinguished  its  burst  fro*  HE* 

Captain  Clark  estimated  that  approximately  9,500  Bustard  gas,  dlphoe- 
gane,  and  diphenylchloroarslne  shells,  all  calibers  and  adxed  with  consider¬ 
able  HE,  were  fired  in  the  attack.  (The  only  HE  was  probably  that  in  the 
yellow  cross  shells,  and  green  and  blue  cross  gas  was  expected,  whether 
or  not  proof  was  found,  in  every  large  -  scale  bombardment* )  Neither 
Clark  nor  anyone  else  confizeed  the  burning  of  Hsnnonville*98 

The  greatest  weight  of  shells,  almost  1,000  Lorraine  cross,  said 
Clark,  fell  on  the  316th  Infantry  units  in  and  around  Hannonville*  Three 
platoons  on  their  way  to  relieve  French  troops  in  the  outposts  above  the 
village  were  caught  in  the  bombardment  and  withdrew  to  shelters  in  the 
tow  ahen  the  shelling  was  over*  All  removed  their  masks  after  four  hours 
on  the  advice  of  a  company  gas  NCO  who  had  not  yet  been  to  gas  school. 

Some  20  men  wre  evacuated  that  evening,  the  remaining  7a  in  the  platoons 
and  12  others  in  the  village  continuing  in  the  area  until  the  afternoon 
of  the  11th,  when  the  town  was  ordered  evacuated*  All  were  casualties  by 
th«” 

BetMen  500  and  600  mustard  gas  shells  were  said  to  have  fallen  in  the 
area  occupied  by  two  coepanies  of  the  313th  Infantry  in  front  of  Fresnes, 
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Rpt  on  Qis  Atk,  11  Oct  (GAF  -  79th  Div)|  Ltr,  DGO  to  C  CHS  Def  Div, 

13  Oct,  sub:  Weekly  Rpt  (79th  Div  Box  202  ,  319.1). 
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Ltr,  DGO,  13  Oct,  above 


whars  “tha  tactical  situation  did  not  pexwit  of  evacuation."  By  evening 
of  the  11th,  after  61  caaualtiao  had  baan  taken  out.  Captain  Clark  convinced 
the  coaatand  that  the  area  could  be  held  with  fewer  troops  and  frequent  re¬ 
liefs*  The  battalion  headquarters  of  the  313th,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
316th  in  Hannonville,  were  thoroughly  gassed  and  had  to  be  abandoned.^00 

with  the  79th  and  the  French  in  the  sector  ms  the  light  artillery  of 
the  26th  Division,  waiting  to  be  relieved  that  night  by  the  56th  FA  Brigade 
(30th  Division).  Major  Thoaas  H.  Cutler,  26th  Division  Gas  Officer,  esti- 
anted  that  nearly  7,500  shells,  eost  of  thee  austard  gas,  fell  on  their 
battery  positions  in  or  near  the  villages  of  Coabres,  Herbeuville,  Hannon- 
ville,  and  Tresauvaux* 

Mille  the  gas  attack  eight  have  been  incidental  to  the  arrival  of 
the  7 9th  Division  in  the  sector,  Cutler  thought  it  awe  likely  that  it 
was  in  retaliation  for  the  1,000  rounds  of  French  yperite  the  two  light 
artillery  regieents  had  fired  on  the  woming  of  5  October,  against  35th 
Austro  -  ftmnrim  troops  holding  the  Bols  d'Hsrvllle  and  a  coepany  of  the 
l^th  known  to  be  in  Plnthevllle*  The  "retail iat ion”  wee  severe, 

■eking  casualties  of  wore  than  25  percent  of  the  gunners. 

On  13  October,  Cutler  reported  111  casualties  in  the  artillery  regi¬ 
ments,  76  of  the*  through  praaature  removal  of  Masks,  on  orders  froa  their 
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DOR,  79th  Dlv,  10  -  11  Oct.  Thorn,  p.  38,  thought  the  susceptibility 
of  the  troops  to  eustard  gas  was  the  result  of  their  having  "taken  sick 
after  exposure  during  the  bettle  at  Montfaucon." 
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battery  conns nders.  They  war#  victims  of  falM  confidence,  "having  baan 

[previously]  subjected  to  nany  light  attacka  on  tha  Tool  front  without 

casualties*”  Othazawora  only  tha  nouthpiaca  and  noaaclip  of  tha  naak 

aftar  tha  bomber  tkssnt,  kaaping  than  on  from  four  to  aight  houra  at  nost* 

Nona  of  tha  guna  in  tha  haavily  gaaaad  araaa  wara  aovad  to  altamata 

poaitiona  until  0700,  alnoat  four  houra  aftar  tha  attack,  whan  a  Ragi- 
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aantal  Gaa  Officer  waking  tha  round a,  urged  that  thay  nova  out* 

Clark,  tha  79th  Diviaion  Gaa  Officer,  eaid  tha  artillary  eaaualtiaa 
cant  to  50  percent,  not  25  percent*  Of  a  total  of  382  gaa  eaaualtiaa  on 
10  and  11  October,  192  of  than,  out  of  750  nan  expoaed,  wara  in  tha  79th 
Diviaion.  Tha  regaining  190  eaaualtiaa,  out  of  390  expoaed,  wara  from 
tha  lOlat  and  102nd  Field  Artillery.102  Casualties  of  tha  HE  content 
of  tha  gaa  sheila  nay  be  inferred  from  tha  G  -  3  report  of  3  wounded 
anong  tha  infantry  and  1  killed  and  2  wounded  in  tha  artillery  in  the 
part od. 103 

Although  final  Medical  Department  statistics  tend  to  agree  with  tha 
Diviaion  Gas  Officer  figures,  tha  dally  adniaalon  lists  of  tha  79th 
Division  hospitals  show  495  infantry  and  artillery  offlcare  and  nan 

TSl - 

Ltr,  DGO  26th  Div  to  C  CVS,  13  Oct,  subi  Goa  attacki  Ltr,  ibid*.  21 
Nov,  subi  Rpt  of  Off anal  vs  Opne  (26th  Div  Box  248). 

102  _ 

Ltrs,  DGO  79th  Div,  above*  Cf*  Spencer,  "History  of  Gaa  Attacks  upon 
tha  AEF,"  III,  496  -  503. 
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OCR,  79th  Div,  9  -  10  Oct  (79th  Div  Box  6,  33.1). 
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brought  in  as  gat tad  on  10  and  11  October*  along  with  10  wound ad •  No  othar 
corroboration  for  this  total  has  baan  found  in  aadical  racordt ,  nor  any 

104 

clua  that  tha  diagnosis  of  many  of  thasa  casas  way  latar  ha vs  baan  changed* 

In  viaw  of  tha  physical  and  want a 1  condition  of  tha  division  at  tha  time* 
and  abovs  all  tha  chaos  of  its  liaison  and  reporting  functions*  tha  figure 
of  495  rather  than  382  taaas  not  unlikely* 

Of  tha  79th  Division  gas  cases*  almost  90  percent  had  aye  or  skin 
burnt  and  40  percent  developed  lung  coaplicatlons  as  a  result  of  praeaturs 
removal  of  masks*  failure  to  evacuate  gassed  terrain*  becoming  contatminated 
while  moving  through  gat tad  areas  later*  and  above  all*  since  the  experience 
with  mustard  gas  was  their  first*  through  failure  to  recognize  its  presence 
because  of  the  masking  effect*  Clark  said, of  "chlorpicrin"  In  the  shells* 

The  11,000  shell  attack  of  fifrgyp  CMlTtl  was  not  a  "retaliation" 
mission  directed  solely  on  the  79th  Division  sector*  II  Colonial  Corps 
records  indicate  that  its  2nd  Dlaanunted  Cavalry  Division*  on  the  right  of 
the  79th*  took  even  more  gas  casualties  than  the  79th  and  26th  Divisions* 

On  11  October  corps  reported  421  gas  cases  in  the  2nd  Dismounted*  Just  60 
in  the  79th,  and  none  in  the  26th  Division*  For  the  six  -  day  period 
10  -  15  October*  French  gas  casualties  were  reported  as  551*  along  with  3 
wounded i  79th  Division  gas  casualties  shown  as  147,  and  15  wounded*  The 
39th  French  Division*  on  the  right  of  the  2nd  Dismounted*  suffered  just  on* 
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See  Analysis*  PP*  84  -  7- 
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gat  casualty  in  tha  bonbardMs nt ,  46  in  tha  next  flva  days*  Franch 
liaison,  $o  far  aa  counting  caaualtias  mi  conctmad,  aaa—  to  hava  baan 
littla  bat tar  than  Aaarican. 


Total  gat  caaualtias  in  tha  Franch  divisions  any  hava  baan  avan 
highar  than  thosa  ra port ad  by  thair  G  -  3*  In  any  avant,  tha  2nd  Die- 
aounted  could  not  sustain  such  casualties  and  rasa in  in  tha  line*  On  16 
October  it  was  relieved  as  the  big  79th  Division  extended  its  front  to 
cover  the  gap*  The  gas  attack  by  Group  Conbras  had  cost  tha  Franch  and 
Americans  1,200  or  sore  officers  and  nan. 

"Aft  isS&xi  IflSmii  tin  fliii  it 


Sons  additional  gas  casualties  on  11  and  12  October,  said  Captain 
Clark,  vara  attributed  to  the  fact  that  "we  vara  still  getting  froai  1,000 
to  1,200  shells  a  day  along  the  front,  soan  of  which  are  gas,  and  with  the 
present  Ldaap,  cool J  weather  conditions  aa  will  continue  to  gat  a  few 
casualties*”  Although  G  -  2  reported  an  average  of  no  sura  than  400  -  450 
shells  dally  that  week,  a  division  mmo  pointed  to  the  real  hazards  "Tha 
area  we  occupy  has  bean  saturated  with  Mustard  gas*  Therefore  tha  carry¬ 
ing  of  gas  Masks***will  be  insisted  on  Land J  aninals  will  not  be  grazed 
in  shelled  areas*" 


T35 

Coaptes  Rendu a,  XI  Col  Corps,  10  -  15  Oct  (French  Files  Box  115,  30.3) 
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Ltr,  DGO  79th  Dlv  to  CG  79th  Div,  12  Oct,  subt  Rpt  on  gss  buwwwpn, 
and  atchd  Nano,  CofS  to  CGs  157th  and  150th  Brigs,  12  Oct  (79th  Dlv  Box  11, 
63*3);  Mono,  79th  Dlv,  12  Oct  (79th  Div  Box  11,  64.4). 


9 


The  iwwediate  result  of  the  attack  of  9  -  10  October  was  a  diviaioo 
order  relieving  gas  personnel  froei  all  other  duties,  and  another  repairing 
the  "serious  disorganization  and  losses* ••sustained  in  gas  personnel"  dur¬ 
ing  the  Montfaucon  campaign.107  But  gas  training  was  secondary  to  restor¬ 
ing  the  physical  and  wants 1  condition  of  the  wen.  Between  the  privation 
and  fighting  at  Montfaucon,  the  rising  incidence  of  influenza  and  diarrhea 
as  the  wen  cawe  into  the  Troyon  sector,  and  the  gas  attack,  SMrale  had 
fallen  badly*  In  the  313th  and  316th  Infantry,  according  to  the  Division 
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Surgeon,  the  physical  efficiency  of  the  troops  was  no  wore  than  40  percent. 

It  was  probably  little  better  in  the  reserve  brigade  across  the  Meuse* 


"Night  after  night,"  said  the  division  history,  "the  towns  along  the 

hills  and  in  the  plains  were  drenched  with  gas  and  raked  with  shrapnel 

and  high  explosive* • .The  wost  serious  incident  of  gas  shelling. **took  place 

on  the  night  of  October  14,  when. ..Awbulance  Cowpeny  316  [at  Las  Eparges 

was J  subjected  to  a  severe  gas  bowbardwent*"  The  entire  cowpany  "was 

caught  unawares  and  had  a  narrow  escape,  but  the  316th  Infantry,  woving  into 
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Hannonville,  had  86  wen  put  out  of  action" 


GO  13,  79th  Div,  12  Oct;  GO  3,  313th  Inf,  13  Oct  (79th  Div  Box  212, 
470.6);  Ltr,  DGO,  13  Oct,  above,  and  1st  Ind,  CG  79th  Div  to  C  CMS,  14  Oct* 


108 

Mewo,  Lahw,  G  -  3  staff,  let  Arwy  for  G  -  3  1st  Arwy,  12  Oct,  sub*  Rpt 
on  79th  Div  (79th  Div  Box  7,  33.6). 
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History,  pp.  188,  190.  Clock,  History  of  the  316th  Root,  p.  47,  said 
these  86  casualties  occured  9-10  Oct. 
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Captain  Clark  said  that  batman  500  and  600  Mustard  gas  shall  a  mra 
put  Into  tha  ravin#  naa r  Las  Epsrgas  that  night ,  and  although  tha  anbulance 
conpany  withdraw  at  ones,  six  casualtias  ra suit ad  froa  eontaalnatad  cloth¬ 
ing*  (Tha  aabulanca  train  coaassndar  said  ona  aadic  ms  killad  and  17  gaa- 
sad*)  Clark  said  nothing  about  tha  316th  Infantry*  but  a  battary  of  tha 
114th  FA  (29th  Division)  nsarby  ms  not  withdrawn  until  tmlva  hours  la  tar* 
Thrss  of  tha  nan  mra  killad  by  gas  shall  fragnants  and  alx  othsra  wars 
badly  burnsd  by  closa  bursts*  Tha  remining  16  casualtias  davalopad 
latar  "due  to  irregular  wearing  of  Masks* 

G  -  2  did  not  confixa  tha  nightly  drsnehing  with  gas*  Furthermore, 
tha  troops  did  not  saaa  convinced  they  wars  in  a  dangerous  sector*  During 
a  sarias  of  inspections  Made  between  10  and  14  October  -  -  that  is*  after 
tha  great  gas  attack  -  -the  Division  Gas  Officer  found  three  - quarters  of 
tha  310th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  in  Mass  Unas  with  their  msks  in  tha 
•carry"  position,  and  son#  70  or  80  of  than  without  Masks  at  all*  Lass 
than  30  percent  of  tha  311th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  in  a  Mass  line  had 
their  Masks  with  thaw,  and  concern  for  gas  ms  little  batter  in  tha  313th, 
314th,  and  316th  Infantry.  Among  the  lnfantrynen,  Captain  Clark  reported 
large  mabers  of  Masks,  whan  worn  at  all,  in  tha  "carry*  position,  gas 
officers  and  NCOs  assigned  to  other  duties,  snd  lack  of  interest  and  poor 
cooperation  generally  fron  their  cannanding  officers* 

ITS - 

Rpt  on  Gm  Atk,  16  Oct  (GAF  -  79th  Dtv)f  Ltr,  DGO  to  C  CMS,  20  Oct, 
subi  Msekly  Rpt  (GAF  -  79th  Div)i  Lt  Col  Janas  M*  Troutt,  00  304th  San  Tr, 
Periodical  Rpt  for  4  Cct  to  11  Nov,  16  Nov  (Mad  Dept  Box  3867  fol  3). 
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Captain  Clark  was  hopaful  that  whan  sufficiant  gat  offlcara  became 
avallabla  again  tha  racant  attack  would  "add  lntarast  to  gaa  training,  and 
a  knowladga  of  lta  effects.  Commending  offlcara  ara  raallzlng  lta  impor¬ 
tance.*111  Tha  dlvlalon  ataff  had  baan  ahockad  by  tha  attack  but  tha 
troopa  had  not  responded.  It  lndlcatad  much  about  tha  morale  of  tha  Ban 
at  that  time. 


For  tha  whola  par lod  8-25  October,  G  -  2  obaazvara  countad  ovar 
10,800  shells.  In  tha  aaaa  period  thay  reported  only  aoaa  1,500  gaa 
sheila  In  tha  aactor,  Including  tha  gaa  boafcardment  on  tha  night  of 
9  -  10.  This  count  waa  never  corrected,  though  a  correction  way  be  Im¬ 
plied  in  the  G  -  2  report  on  the  16th  that 


ataoapheric  conditione  have  boan  auch  that  during  tha  peat  few  daya  con¬ 
centration  from  gaa  ahella  have  been  absorbed  by  tha  aolature  In  tha 
earth.  For  this  reason  it  la  vary  Important  that  an  alert  for  gaa  be 
maintained  in  thaae  gaaaad  area a  the  flrat  clear  day  that  tha  proceaa  of 
evaporation  can  taka  place. 


It  seemed  faily  obvious,  G  -  2  added,  that  the  enemy  contemplated  no  of- 

fenalve  in  the  aactor,  but  waa  "determined  to  keep  ua  at  a  distance,  aa 

la  evidenced  by  hia  harassing  artillery  fire  and  gas  attacks  aa  wall  aa 
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avoidance  of  patrol  encounters." 

m - 

Ltr,  DGO  79th  Div  to  OG  79th  Dlv,  15  Oct,  subi  Rpt  of... State  of  Gaa 
Disci  Ltr,  Dlv  Insp  79th  Div  to  CG  79th  Div,  14  Oct,  subs  Gas  disc  (79th 
Div  Box  198,  fol  250}|  Ltr,  Hq  79th  Div  to  all  commands,  16  Oct,  tubs 
State  of  Gaa  Disc  (79th  Div  Box  2l2,  470.6). 
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SOI  11,  79th  Div,  17  -  18  Oct  I  SOI  2  -  18,  8  -  25  Oct.  fil  aPProx  the 
same  period  G  -  3  rptd  that  tha  supporting  arty  had  fired  3,840  sheila, 
including  124  gas  rounds,  with  no  fire  on  four  days  oaring  to  contamination 
of  tha  guns. 
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As  their  spirits  revived,  gss  discipline  improved.  Two  wooded  ims 
hit  with  almost  400  Lorraine  Bustard  gas  shells  on  the  night  of  21  -  22 
October  were  1— sdlately  evacuated  when  the  shelling  ceased*  Of  two 
companies  in  the  woods,  there  was  just  one  casualty*  Ha  picked  up  e 
yellow  cross  shell  fragment  and  put  it  in  his  hip  pocket  as  a  souvenir* 

On  the  aorning  of  the  24th,  approximately  1,800  190  -an.  blue  crose 
(diphenylchloroarsine)  shells  crashed  into  the  marshy  ground  in  front 
of  the  trenches  east  of  Fresnes*  None  there  were  injured  or  gaseed,  but 
three  aen  in  the  outposts  were  evacuated  the  next  day* 

Altogether,  said  Captain  Clark,  records  of  the  Division  Surgeon 

showed  269  aen  —  211  infantrymen  and  94  attached  artillerymen  of  the 

99th  FA  Brigade  (30th  Division)  --evacuated  as  gas  casualties  between 

10  and  27  October.  By  that  time  he  could  say  that  "cooperation  with 

Staff  Department*  is  very  good,  indeed*  An  active  Interest  is  aanlp- 

fested  in  gas  work,  necessary  orders  are  published,  and  support  is  given 

in  every  way***to  assist  the  Division  Gas  Officer  in  maintaining  gas 

113 

discipline  and  protective  aeasures*" 

For  further  discussion  of  the  probable  total  casualties  in  the  Troyon 
sector  in  October,  see  Analysis,  p*  84. 


w  f  l*)  *  m  vm 


Reconstitution  of  the  brigades  was  finally  completed  in  the  eecond 

TT3 

Ltra,  DGO  to  C  CMS  Def  Dlv,  20  and  27  Oct,  subi  Weekly  Rpti  Ltr, 

Lt  Owen  Winston  DGO  79th  Div  to  C  CIS,  4  Nov,  subi  Monthly  Rpt  for  Oct 
(79th  Dlv  Box  202,  319.1). 


aeek  of  October,  the  division  this  tine  following  the  AEF  pattern  of  bri¬ 
gades  in  collar,  with  the  316th  and  315th  Infantry  echeloned  on  the  left, 
the  313th  aid  314th  on  the  right.  On  12  October  the  division  passed 
froa  French  control  to  the  newly  organized  Second  Anericen  Arwy  under 

Bullard,  the  79th  Division,  anchored  on  Fresnes  -  en  -  woevre,  the  north- 

114 

eraost  unit  in  the  Arey  sector* 

On  22  October  the  79th  was  relieved  by  the  33rd  Division  in  the 

Troyon  sector,  acquired,  2,200  replscsaents,  and  put  at  the  disposal 

of  First  Amy.  Orders  on  the  26th  sent  it  to  Claudel's  XVII  French 

115 

Corps  in  the  Grande  Itontagne  sector,  to  relieve  the  29th  Division. 

Two  nights  later  guides  of  the  29th  Division  net  the  forward 
eleaents  of  the  316th  Infantry  at  Consenvoye  and  led  then  up  into  the 
Bole  de  Consenvoye,  just  as  the  woods  caae  under  one  of  its  nightly 
shellings  with  gas.  "Already  blinded  with  sweat,  the  aen  cursed  their 
gas  -  nasks« •  .and  stunt) led  on  through  the  darkness.”  G  -  2  reported 
that  alaoet  1,200  rounds  of  HE  and  gas  fell  in  the  Ravin  de  la  Vaux 
Michieux  between  1630  and  1930  hours  that  night.  The  Gexnans  said  that 
in  addition  the  ravine  west  of  Bellsu  Bois,  on  the  edge  of  the  315th 
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FO  17,  79th  Div,  10  Oct. 
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FO  26  ,  79th  Div,  1200  ,  23  Oct|  CWre  General  842,  XVII  Fr  Corps, 

26  Oct  (FT  Files  Box  91,  30.1).  History,  p.  15,  said  the  rep  lac ana  nts 
were  from  the  July  draft  and  case  in  with  very  little  military  training 
and  no  knowledge  of  their  rifles. 
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Infantry  sector,  was  contaDainated  with  800  yellow  Croat  ahalla  (Map  No.  9) 

Tha  79th  Dlvltlon  cowing  into  poaition  that  night  learned  it  waa  facing 
tha  228th  and  192nd  Divlalona.  dafanding  tha  German  Giaalhar  Stallung  run¬ 
ning  through  Hill  378. Tha  haighta  doadnated  by  Hill  378  wara  known  to 
tha  Germans  aa  Hohar  Elchenberg,  to  tha  F ranch  at  La  Boma  da  Cornouillar, 
and  to  tha  Aaaricana  aa  "Com  Hilly."  Thay  wara  about  thraa  kilometers 
aaat  of  tha  Nauaa  and  19  klloawters  north  of  Vardun.  Hill  378,  tha  prin¬ 
cipal  diractlon  cantar  for  tha  enemy's  oblique  f Ira  on  Firat  Army  waat  of 
tha  Mauaa,  waa  firaly  baliavad  by  tha  79th  to  hava  baan  tha  aourca  of 
■oat  of  ita  woaa  in  tha  advance  on  Montfaucon  and  Nantlllola*  A  German 
akatch  of  tha  artillary  in  tha  aactor  seems  to  confirm  that  baliaf  (Nap 
No.  10). 


La  Boma  da  Cornouillar,  aa  tha  79th  Division  rightly  claimed,  waa 
alto  tha  pin  in  tha  vaat  hinga  -  Ilka  movement  of  tha  German  armies  on 
tha  Naatam  Front,  than  swinging  back  slowly  onto  tha  Ant  warp-  Nauaa  Una 


p.  S7i  SOI  1,  79th  Div.  29-30 
Tol  I),  . 
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Oct.  M  I),  rptd  th.  lnc«l~  nth. 

tlt/fmUm  B  1 192nd  My)  »,  29  Oct  (OFS  214.  (.1  III,  p.  68),  uld 
tha  roads  in  tha  B  da  Consanvoya  and  tha  ravinaa  at  tha  north  and  south 
adgas  of  tha  wood  wars  haras  tad  with  gas  and  HE  that  night.  fgUti  R  122 
HD,  29  Oct  (ibid. ,  pp.  18  -  20),  rptd  tha  contamination. 
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Inf.  228th  Div.  prisoners  taken  tha  next  day  said  tha  ragt  was 
dot*)  to  9  companies  averaging  30  aen  par  company.  Thraa  companies  had 
baan  dissolved  two  weeks  earlier  after  heavy  losses  near  Ronagna  (SOI  1, 
79th  Div,  29-30  Oct.). 
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before  the  feitish,  French,  end  American  attacks  that  autuan. 

The  enfilading  artillery  around  Hill  378  had  been  a  prinery  objective 
of  the  attack  launched  east  of  the  Meuse  by  XVII  French  Corps  on  8  October* 
The  33rd  and  29th  Divisions,  with  two  French  units  on  their  right,  tried 
to  silence  the  eneny  guns  to  the  north  that  were  harrowing  the  attack  west 
of  the  river.  On  10  October  efforts  to  capture  Sivry  -  sur  -  Meuse  and 
storw  la  Borne  de  Cornouiller  cane  within  a  wile  of  these  objectives  b^ 
fore  being  stopped. 

The  33rd  Division  was  held  there  until  relieved  by  the  13th  French 

Division  on  21  October,  while  the  29th  Division  in  local  operations  on 

13  and  16  October  took  Molleville  Far*  and  got  into  the  edge  of  Bois  de 

la  Grande  Montagna-  Another  attack  on  24  October,  with  the  26th  Division 
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brought  in  on  its  right,  put  the  29th  Division  on  Etraye  ridge. 

At  that  point,  on  the  nights  of  28  and  29  October,  the  79th  Division 
relieved  the  29th,  as  the  316th  and  3 15th  Infantry  under  Brig.  Gen.  Bran 
M.  Johnson  took  over  the  front  in  the  Bois  de  la  Grande  Montagne  and 
Bois  d'Etraye*  Two  nights  later,  on  31  October,  the  314th  and  313th 
Infantry,  137th  Brigade,  crossed  the  river  and  relieved  a  part  of  the  26th 
Division  in  Be lieu  Bois  and  Bois  d 'Orwont  (see  Map  No.  9).  Supporting  the 

US 

FO  28,  79th  Div,  1600,  27  Oct. 

119 

History,  pp.  204  -  03. 
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division  was  the  52nd  FA  Brigade  (27th  Division),  under  Brig.  Gen.  George 

.  -4  *  120 
A.  Wingate. 

Thet  sue  night  of  31  October  the  enemy  carried  out  a  yellow  croaa 

contamination  ahoot  on  Bolt  Plat  -  Chine  and  haraated  roada  and  ravlnea  in 

the  aector  with  blue  croaa  gaa  and  H£.  Plat  -  Chine  we a  contaminated  again 

the  next  night,  along  arith  the  Mollevllle  Far*  ravine.  On  2  November,  Bolt 

Plat  *  Chene  wee  the  target  of  a  third  contamination  ahoot,  while  blue  croaa 
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gaa  fell  on  ravinea,  roada,  and  traffic  polnte  acroae  the  front.  Field 

hoapltal  recorde  of  the  79th  Dlviaion  reveal  a  total  of  159  wounded  and  80 
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gaaaed  in  thoee  firat  aix  daya  in  tha  aector. 

The  iwpreaaion  in  the  79th  that  tha  enemy  gaaaed  them  day  and  night 
wee  more  or  leaa  eupported  by  a  war  diary  entry  of  the  192nd  Dlviaion 
artilieryt  "When  weather  penaite,  mlaeiona  will  be  carried  out  only  with 
gaa  ammunition,  becauae  ammunition  la  in  abort  supply  and  we  can  figure 

123 

two  daya  of  fire  in  the  gun  poaitlona  by  counting  in  the  gaa  ammunition.” 


To  the  79th  it  teemed  that  "the  Germane  had  every  point  regleter- 
ed,  and... high  exploeivee  and  shrapnel  wrought  havoc  with  ration  detaila, 


120 

FO  29,  79th  Div,  28  Oct»  FO  30,  30  Oct\  Hietory,  pp.  210,  214. 
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Qa  Mi A*  flu  ND,  31  Oct,  1  and  2  Nov  (GFB  115,  fol  I),  111/Falda  R 
192  W,  31  Oct  (GFB  214,  fol  III,  p.  68)»  Arko  192  «D,  2  Nov  (GFB  214, 
fol  III). 
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Analysis,  p.  84. 

i 
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Falda  Reot  192  «D.  31  Oct  (GFB  214,  fol  III,  p.  28). 

i 
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working  parties  and  liaison  groups*  while  tha  constant  usa  of  gas  stalls 

194 

aide  it  nacassary  for  tha  aen  to  ba  aasked  aost  of  tha  tiae. "  Tha 
historian  of  tha  316th  Infantry  wrote* 


Tha  woods  wars  soaksd  all  tha  tiae  with  a  light  cone ant  ration  and  everyone 
was  braathlng  it*  It  was  only  whan  a  gas  shall  burst  naar  at  hand* 
spreading  heavy  concentrations,  that  gas  Masks  wars  used,  howtvar,  for  one 
cannot  work  all  tha  tiaie  in  a  gas  Mask*  It  was  tha  gas  at  night  that  was 
tha  aost  wicked  —  being  wakened  out  of  a  deep  sleep,  or  even  a  half  doze, 
by  a  aufflad  cry  of  "Gael”  froo  one's  coarade  who  was  already  struggling 
into  his  Mask... In  spite  of  casualties  froa  gas  and  high  explosive,  tha 
routine  work  of  tha  sector  want  on,  tha  consolidation  of  tha  front,  and 
the  arduous  task  of  bringing  up  aaaunitlon,  supplies,  water  and  food* 

Tha  carrying  parties  that  brought  up  tha  heavy  and  bulky  boxes  of  caliber 
•30  and  tha  great  aeraite  cans  of  coffee  or  slua  froa  the  kitchens  to 
tha  front  lines,  falling  into  shall  holes  in  tha  darkness,  stuabllng 
over  logs  and  slipping  tha  aud  of  the  narrow  paths  in  tha  woods,  perform¬ 
ed  heroic  labors* 


Tha  79th  waited* 


Staring  tfit  dt  Mmii 

As  it  resuaed  tha  attack  between  tha  Argonne  and  Meuse  on  1  Ncveaber, 
First  Arwy  planned  to  swing  its  three  copps  in  an  arc,  throwing  tha  eneay 
onto  the  line  of  the  river.  Tha  plan  of  Claudel's  XVII  French  Corps  east 
of  tha  Meuse  was  to  strike  across  tha  plains  of  tha  NOevre  and  advance  into 
Germany.  But  before  doing  that,  it  aust  first  take  la  Borne  da  Comouil- 
lar,  which  not  only  continued  to  Menace  the  advance  west  of  the  Meuse, 
but  guarded  the  valley  roads  eastward  to  the  Noevre  plain  and  the  greet 

T35 

History,  pp.  220  -  21.  SOI,  311th  MG  Bn,  1  -  8  Nov  (79th  Div  Box  22, 
20.1),  rptd  alaost  daily  gas  fire  down  in  the  Bo is  da  Brabant* 
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Clock,  History  of  the  316th  Regt,  pp*  62  -  >• 
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German  supply  uipi  and  railheads  at  E trays,  Revills,  and  Ecuray 


126 


In  front  of  tha  316th  Infantry  at  It  took  over  the  lino  on  the  north 
•dge  of  the  Bois  Plat  -  Chono  and  south  edge  of  Boia  do  la  Grande  Montagna 
«as  a  series  of  ridges  culminating  in  Hill  370*  Beyond  that  aero  the  bald 
heights  of  Borne  do  Comouiller,  further  protected  by  the  dominating  Hsr- 
aumont  ridge*  three  kilometers  to  the  north  (see  Map  No*  9). 

On  2  November,  at  the  direction  of  corps,  the  316th  Infantry  nos 
ordered  to  test  the  enemy  strength  on  Hill  378,  the  French  unit  on  its 
left  to  probe  enemy  defenses  between  ste*  Pantaloon  and  Magenta  Farm. 
Following  a  brief  artillery  preparation,  three  petrols  of  two  platoons 
each  with  heavy  machine  guns  advanced  from  their  positions  at  0600  the 

next  morning.^7 


Che  of  the  patrols,  moving  into  position,  was  caught  in  a  box 

barrage  of  and  what  was  described  as  phosgene  [actually  it  was  mustard 

gasJ  and  lost  2  wounded  and  30  gassed*  Another  petrol,  advancing  towards 

Its  objective.  Hill  370,  "found  themselves  with  a  ravine  saturated  with 

chlorine  gas  between  them  and  La  machine  gun  nest J* • •• Because  to  advence 

was  impossible  with  gas  masks*... Corporal  Deyeher  chose  [to  remove  themj 

and  advanced  with  his  squad,  captured  the  nest  and  voluntarily  paid  the 

128 

Penalty  with  all  his  squad  by  being  severely  gassed*" 


126 


History,  pp.  217  -  18. 


Ordre  Ftrticuller  19,  XVII  Fr  Corps,  2  Nov  (Fr  Files  Box  93,  30.1)i 
G  -  3  Order  7,  79th  Div,  1730,  2  Nov  (79th  Div  Box  3,  32*13). 
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Glock,  p.  65)  History,  pp.  223  -  24* 


Five  hours  lstsr  ths  patrols  returned,  having  taken,  thoy  reported, 
eleven  as china  guns*  Thay  had  laft  a  platoon  dug  in  at  tha  foot  of  Hill 
378,  and  it  was  raanforcad  by  a  company  that  evening.  Tha  raconnaissanea 
that  day  had  cost  17  killad,  said  tha  division  history*  Nothing  mbs  said 

InA 

of  tha  wounded  nor  of  tha  SO  gassed. 

Following  this  succass,  corps  ordarad  anothar  "action"  against 
Comouillar  for  tha  morning  of  3  Nov  sab  sr,  again  in  conjunction  with  tha 
Franch  on  tha  laft*  A  battalion  of  tha  316th  was  to  aaka  tha  principal 
thrust,  *4»ile  anothar  battalion  advanced  against  Hill  370  and  tha  aast 
flank  of  Hill  378*  A  battalion  of  tha  313th  was  to  provide  diversionary 
action  in  tha  Bolt  da  la  Grands  Montagna.  Anticipating  tha  attack  at  0623 
enemy  guns  began  filling  tha  area  with  gas  and  ME*  "Before  jumping  off, 

70  a«n  had  bean  gassad,  3  woundad  and  1  killed* "l3° 

After  a  short  fight  tha  canter  battalion  occupied  Hill  370  but 
"within  a  half  hour... tha  enemy  turned  tha  advance  iof  tha  laft  battalion J 
into  a  shambles...* The  story  of  tha  1st  Battalion  Lied  by  Major  Parkin,  tha 
regimental  eoaaaander,  up  the  bare  slope  of  Kill  378j  that  foggy  morning  is 
one  of  the  many  tragic  ones  of  tha  war."131 

129 

Glock,  p*  68 j  History,  pp.  227  -  28. 

130 

History,  pp.  230  -  3l|  Msg,  138th  Brig  1C  to  G  -  3  79th  Div,  0850, 

3  Nov  (79th  Div  Box  14,  32.16). 

131 


History,  pp.  231,  233  -  34 


About  0600,  after  heavy  losses,  two  companies  of  Parkin *s  battalion 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  simmit.  With  only  25  wan  left,  one  of  the  com¬ 
panies  fell  beck  to  the  edge  of  la  Grande  Montagna.  Mien  the  fog  lifted, 
eneny  counterattack  forces  rushed  the  remaining  troops  on  the  hill,  cap¬ 
turing  the  survivors,  3  officers  and  21  men.  Successive  companies  sent 
up  to  rescue  then  were  swept  off  by  hails  of  fire. 

In  one  attempt,  the  Regimental  Adjutant  Captain  Clock  with  60  men 
followed  the  route  of  the  1st  Battalion  through  the  Ravin  da  Moyenont  and 
reached  the  trenches  on  the  hill  that  had  been  occupied  that  smrning.  He 
found  a  number  of  dead,  "but  there  was  not  a  living  soul,  not  one  man  of 
the  battalion  that  had  swept  up  the  hill  in  the  morning.-132  At  nightfall 
a  provisional  battalion  of  parts  of  three  companies  rsnained  dug  in  at  the 
foot  of  the  south  crest  of  Hill  378.  The  enemy  continued  to  hold  the 
height.133 

Killed  that  day  in  the  attack  on  Hill  378  were  33  in  the  316th 
Infantry,  23  in  the  315th.  Hospital  records  omitting  the  captured, 
show  46  wounded  and  19  gas  cases  admitted ,  while  later  Medical  Department 
statistics  indicate  a  total  of  31  killed,  131  wounded,  and  35  gassed  on  3 
November* 134 

132 

Clock,  pp.  72  -  )• 

133 

History,  pp.  235-36.  Gd  Maas  Ost  M>,  3  Nov  (GFB  115,  fol  I),  said 

bTPr  •tk#  ***  4§t ttUOt  0"  Hker  Eichenberg 

(mil  378)  had  lost  heavily. 

134 

History,  p.  238,  Analysis,  pp.  85,  87. 


All  during  3  Novaabar  the  enea y  put  intermittent  gat  fir*  on  Vacherau- 
vi lit ,  where  division  headquarters  and  tha  trains  vara  loca tad,  and  at  dusk 


flrad  100  austard  gas  shall*  into  tha  toon  in  a  two  -  hour  period*  Evan 
with  good  gas  disciplina,  35  offlcars  and  nan  bacaaa  casualties*  An  un- 
spacifiad  nusbar  of  wan,  as  wall  as  tha  cosaander  of  tha  130th  MG  Battalion, 
in  rasarva  naar  Brabant,  war*  also  avacuatad,  "suffering  two  dosas  of  gas** 
in  tha  coursa  of  twelve  hours* "*3^  In  his  waakly  raport  on  3  Novaabar, 
tha  Division  Gas  Officar  said  that  tha  eoeay  was  "using  gas  extensively  and 
consistantly  in  this  sector."  Though  ha  suggastad  that  tha  continual  gas¬ 
sing  was  axhausting,  ha  countad  only  48  gas  easualtias  that  week.*3* 

On  4  Novaabar  tha  crast  of  Hill  378  was  assault ad  and  takan  twice 
and  twice  lost  to  counterattacks*  Atteapts  to  run  a  7%  forward  to  assist 
tha  battalion  on  tha  hill  proved  futile*  "For  four  hours  an  endeavor  was 
aada  to  drag  this  gun  through  tha  aud,  six  horses  being  used,  and  lata  in 
tha  afternoon  they  had  not  bean  able  to  gat  it  forward."*37 

Curing  the  night  of  4  -  5  Novaabar  word  caae  that  III  Corps  would 
cross  the  Meuse  naar  Dun  tha  next  day,  continuing  tha  First  Aray  drive 
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SOI  6,  79th  Dlv,  3-4  Novi  History,  pp.  237  -  38. 
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Ltr,  DGO  to  C  CMS,  3  Nov,  subi  Meekly  Rpt  (GAF  -  79th  Div).  Note* 
Neither  G  -  2  nor  DGO  gas  casualty  counts  are  confirmed  in  hospital  data* 

Sea  Analysis,  p*  84. 


j28t h  Div  MD,  4  Nov  (GFB  228,  fol  IV)|  Naao,  Brig  Gan  E*  M.  Johnson, 
CG  158th  Brig  for  Gan  Kuhn,  14  Nov,  n.s*  (79th  Div  Box  14,  32.15). 
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to  tho  northeast.  In  conjunction  with  this  attack  tha  79th  Division,  with 
tha  Franeh  on  its  left,  was  to  aaka  an  all  -  out  assault  on  Hill  378  and 
continua  to  its  final  objective,  thraa  kilos* tars  beyond.  Tha  158th  Bri¬ 
gade  would  jtaap  off  at  0900. 138 


Tha  artillary  preparation  fo  tha  79th  Division  attack  was  said  to 

have  begun  that  night  with  gas  concentrations  on  Hill  378.  German 

records  do  not  confirw  it*  Tha  only  "considerable  gas"  that  night  was 

Gerwsn  gas,  put  on  tha  Ravin  da  Rechimpre,  Ravin  da  la  Vaux  Michieux,  and 

139 

Vacherauville  in  what  appears  to  have  bean  routine  enemy  missions* 


with  tha  provisional  battalion  dug  in  at  tha  foot  of  Hill  378  and 
tha  1st  Battalion  almost  wiped  out,  all  that  was  left  of  the  316th  Infan¬ 
try  ware  Companies  A,  L,  and  M,  which,  with  a  company  of  tha  315th,  ware 
formed  into  a  second  provisional  battalion.  Two  of  these  companies,  A 
and  M,  failed  to  materia lira  at  tha  hour  of  attack  and  tha  other  two  ad¬ 
vanced  without  them.  Tha  315th  Infantry,  with  one  battalion  used  up  tha 
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Qrdre  Part icu liar  21  and  map,  XVII  Fr  Corps,  4  Nov  (  Fr  Files  Box  93, 
30.1)i  FO  31,  79th  Div,  2230,  4  Nov. 
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SOI  7,  79th  Div,  4-5  Novi  DOR,  79th  Div,  4-5  Nov.  Ltr,  Capt  *»•  L. 
Bull  DGO  79th  Div  to  C  CWS,  30  Jan  1919,  subi  Gas  Hist  of  79th  Div  (79th 
Div  Box  212),  said  tha  only  gas  fired  by  its  stchd  arty  in  tha  period  was 
No.  5  phosgene  on  Crap ion,  Mo  ire  y,  and  Rev ilia  on  4  and  5  Nov  (sea  DGO 
map,  hare  as  Nap  No.  11).  Ltr,  CG  52nd  FA  Brig  to  CG  79th  Div,  IS  Nov, 
sub i  Rpt  of  Opns  (27th  Div  Box  11,  33*6),  said  gas  and  HE  ware  fired  on 
five  unspecified  targets  on  4  Nov.  Opns  0  12,  52nd  FA  EWig,  5  Nov,  order¬ 
ed  240  No.  5  shells  put  on  3  targets  on  6  Nov. 

No  confirmation  of  gas  on  Hill  378  appears  in  these  arty  records*  On 
the  other  hand,  Crepion,  Noirey,  and  Ravi lie  seem  unlikely  targets  at  this 
time. 


previous  day,  attacked  with  its  regaining  two 
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Thrss  regiaents  of  75 •$  and  two  batteries  of  240 -am*  howitzers  from 
corps  fired  alaost  8,000  shells  preparing  the  way  on  the  aorning  of  5 
November,  and  by  noon  the  south  slope  of  Hill  378  wss  cleared*  At  night¬ 
fall  troops  of  the  two  attack  regiments  were  still  there*  No  record  of 
losses  that  day  has  been  found,  but  the  316th  was  said  to  have  had  no 
■ore  than  600  effectives  left  that  night*  Apart  fro*  a  battalion  of  the 

316th  Infantry  that  was  sent  to  the  rear  "in  a  shattered  condition,"  every 

141 

coapeny  of  the  brigade  was  now  in  line* 

Oh  6  Novaaber  the  2nd  Battalion,  313th  Infantry,  brought  up  fro* 
the  c8te  des  Roches  to  replace  the  316th,  and  a  battalion  of  the  316th 
in  support,  were  ordered  to  continue  the  attack  across  Hill  378*  But 
eneety  batteries  at  Solferino  Far*  and  on  Harauaont  ridge  so  saturated 
the  north  edge  of  the  Bois  de  Consenvoye  with  HE,  shrapnel,  and  gas 
that  the  battalion  of  the  313th  and  to  sows  extent  the  support  battalion 
beca*e  completely  disorganized  and  lost  the  barrage*  No  attack  was 
possible. 14a  G  -  2  reported  that  "In  spite  of  unfavorable  wind  for  gas, 
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History,  pp*  239  -  40. 

141  History,  pp*  244  -  46s  Ltr,  Johnson  CG  168th  Brig  to  CG  79th  Div, 
1610,  6  Nov,  sub*  Condition  of  Brig  (79th  Div  Boor  16,  33*6). 
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FO  32,  79th  Div,  2130,  5  Novi  Thom,  History  of  the  313th  Inf,  p.  46) 
History,  p*  248.  a  single  bn  of  the  314th  Inf  constituted  div  reserve  at 
this  tiae* 


the  eneay  threw  gas  th«ll«  on  ths  left  front. ..and  slight  gas  concentrations 
l were  established]  in  Ravin  du  Plat  -  Chfee  and  Bois  Plat  -  Chene.-143 

On  the  left  the  French  advanced  and  took  Vilosnes  that  day*  establish¬ 
ing  contact  with  III  Corps ,  then  driving  towards  Etrandeville  (see  Map  No. 

12).  With  the  loss  of  Vilosnes,  the  eneay  *s  Sivry  -  Hill  378  front  was 
outflanked,  and  that  night  Group  Mm  Ost  ordered  its  units  to  begin  with¬ 
drawing  to  the  Riegel  position.  Roughly  parallel  to  the  Meuee,  the  Riegel 
Stellung  was  anchored  at  Mousey  and  Joined  the  Krioahilde  Stellung  at 
Hsrauaont.  An  order  on  the  night  of  the  7th  continued  the  withdrawal  to 
the  line  Mousey  -  Bois  de  Raaolvllle  -  Vittarville*144  The  greet  Goman 
retreat  was  on. 

Cn  the  aomlng  of  7  Nov saber,  again  ordered  to  advance  to  the  Sivry  - 
Revllle  road,  the  313th  Infantry  covered  the  final  kllaawter  alaost  with¬ 
out  opposition.  The  enewy  had  withdrawn  his  heavy  guns  fro*  Hsrauaont 
ridge  and  the  fire  froa  the  few  batteries  of  77 *»  left  behind  proved 
negligible*  By  1100  the  troops  were  across  the  road  and  before  nightfall 
both  the  313th  and  315th  had  advanced  a laost  two  wore  kiloaeters,  over 
Hill  329  to  las  Clairs  Ch©nes  trench.*43  That  day  the  French  on  the  left 
occupied  Hsrauaont  ridge  as  First  Aray's  flanking  attack  above  Dun  aade 

U3 

SOI  8,  79th  Div,  5-6  Nov.  228th  Dlv  WD,  6  Nov  (GFB  225,  fol  IV ),  rptd 
the  success  of  its  arty  fire  but  did  not  say  gas  had  been  used* 
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GP  Maas  Ost  WD,  6  Nov  (GFB  115,  fol  I)|  226th  Div  WD,  7  Nov  (GFB 
225,  fol  IV). 
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FO  33,  79th  Div,  2115,  6  Novi  History,  pp.  257  -  58. 
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nt 


the  heights  untenable*  The  Cotes  da  Meuse,  under  attack  tine*  8  October) 
had  at  last  been  cleared* 

with  the  French  and  1X1  Corps  forces  above  thea,  the  79th  halted*  The 
division  «as  sure  than  ready  for  relief)  but  learned  instead  that  it  ms 
only  to  change  the  direction  of  its  attack*  The  troops,  said  the  Division 
Surgeon,  mre  "no*  in  very  poor  physical  condition)  due  to  long  continued 
loas  of  sleep,  and  lack  of  sufficient  nourishment  combined  with  a  high 
degree  of  mental  strain.-146 

G  -  2  made  no  estimate  of  the  amount  of  gas  fire  encountered  in 
the  eleven  days  in  the  Montagna  sector  (29  October  -  8  November),  report* 
ing  only  "some  gas-  on  three  days  and  "considerable  gas-  on  three  other 
days*  Enemy  HE  fire  in  the  period,  as  reported  by  observers,  cam  to 
no  more  than  7,060  shells*  By  contrast,  79th  Division  fire  ms  said 
to  have  totaled  59,700  rounds*147 


In  the  sam  period,  G  -  3  reported  72  killed,  428  wounded,  and  5 
gassed*  The  division  field  hospitals  records  988  wounded  and  588  gassed, 
irftile  postmr  Medical  Department  analyses  show  338  killed,  1,183  wounded, 
and  396  gassed  in  the  Grande  Montagna  sector*146 


1st  Ind,  Div  Surg  to  CG  79th  Div,  8  Nov.  on  Memo,  Div  Orthopedist  to 
Div  Surg,  6  Nov,  n*s*  (79th  Div  Bo*  214,  704). 


SOI  1-10,  79th  Div,  29  Oct  0  8  Nov*  No  S01*s  have  been  found 
after  8  Nov. 


148 


DOR,  79th  Div,  29  Oct  -  9  Novi  Analysis,  pp* 


84. 
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"Th |£  proper  wovowont  of  the  division" 

Oh  the  night  of  7  -  8  Noveaber,  with  orders  to  attack  In  tho  direction 

of  Ravi lie  and  Etrayo,  two  provisional  rag leant s,  each  wada  up  of  wised 

battalions  of  tho  313th  and  315th  Infantry,  were  forwed  and  facod  duo 

•aft  between  tho  Sivry  -  Revilla  and  Cpnsonvoyo  -  etrayo  roads,  a  span 

of  three  kllowaters.  Tho  lono  battalion  of  tha  316th  Infantry,  than 

In  th«  Bo Is  da  la  Grands  Montagna,  mbs  to  fall  back  through  thoo  and 

149 

bacowa  divisional  reserve  as  tha  loprovlsad  lino  advanced* 

Tha  advance  was  ordarod  for  0600  on  8  November,  but  It  was  noon 
bafora  tha  two  laad  battalions  of  tha  31 3th  Infantry  cans  Into  placa. 

A  possible  reason  for  tha  daisy  way  have  boon  tho  heavy  concentration 
of  HE  by  anaaty  long  range  guns  on  tha  Bo  is  d'Chwont,  and  "between  18 
hours  and  20  hours  30  tha  considerable  gas  put  Into  tha  Ravin  d'Hstaaont, 
Ravin  da  Rach lepra  and  Ravin  da  la  Vaux  Michloux."150 

As  tha  troops  novad  through  the  Bo  is  d'Ecurey  and  Bo is  da  la 
Grande  Montagna  they  found  tha  aneoy  gone*  By  1600,  in  driving  rain, 
the  advancing  forces  spanned  tha  area  between  tha  Hsrawont  -  Ecuroy 
road  south  to  tho  Bo  is  d  'CO  wont ,  a  distance  of  "tit  kilowotoro,  and  still 
had  encountered  nothing  but  occasional  long  -  range  shells*  Just  before 
dark  patrols  entered  the  town  of  Ecurey  and  Revilla.  On  their  left 
flank  the  provisional  314th  Infantry  ware had  Into  etrayo.  The  snowy 

135 - 

FO  34  ,  79th  Mv,  2300  ,  7  Novi  History,  p.  277. 

SOI  10,  79th  Dlv,  7-8  Nov. 
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150 


had  withdraw  everywhere  and  eaaualtiaa  that  day  Mr*  light.151 

A  French  corps  order  arrived  directing  the  7Vth  Division  to  sideslip 
that  night  out  of  the  Ecurey  -  Etraye  a actor  and  continue  its  advance  in 
the  woming  between  Etraye  and  Jtolrey*  to  peralt  the  15th  French  to  ad¬ 
vance  above  then  and  take  Da*?! liars*  The  wove  aould  bring  the  t»*> 
provisional  regiaants  of  the  158th  Brigade  aore  than  four  kiloawters 
south ,  to  the  sector  then  occupied  by  the  314th  Infantry* 

On  the  aorning  of  9  Nov saber  the  two  battalions  of  the  314th  (157th 
Brigade)  spanning  the  new  division  front  were  to  begin  the  advance,  with 
the  313th,  315th,  and  316th  echeloned  to  the  rear*  As  they  advanced,  the 
315th  was  to  take  over  the  left  flank  of  the  line,  the  314th  to  concen¬ 
trate  to  the  right,  the  316th  and  313th  taking  positions  behind  then. 

Then  the  as chine  gun  battalions,  artillery,  and  engineers  would  fall 

into  place,  putting  all  in  order  "for  the  proper  aoveaent  of  the  division.-®* 

Two  battalions  of  the  313th,  said  the  division  history,  sideslipping 
that  day  in  a  southeasterly  direction  towards  tovrille*  to  take  positions 
beck  of  the  314th,  went  through  a  woods  saturated  with  Mustard  gas*  Itiy 
the  gas  was  not  detected  at  once  and  the  woods  bypassed,  the  history  did 
not  say*  Hospital  records  show  40  gee  eases  from  the  313th  Infantry  ad- 

HI 

History,  pp*  278,  281*  285. 

152 

SO  826,  II  Fr  Corps*  8  Novi  FO  35*  79th  Div,  0100*  9  Novi  History* 
pp.  286  -  90. 
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alt ted  on  8  Nov saber  and  11  tha  next  day*  Indicating  that  tha  «vent  probably 
occurred  but  that  aithar  tha  history  or  hospital  rocorda  confused  tha  data**53 

By  nightfall  of  9  Nov  sober,  as  tha  laading  elanants  of  tha  division 
croaaad  tha  shallows  of  tha  Thainta  rlvar,  tha  a 11 grass nt  of  tha  division 
"•  two  brlgada  front,  aach  sactor  of  battalion  width"  had  baan  coapleted* 
Thara  tha  divialon  cans  to  a  halt  as  snowy  artillery  and  than  Machine  guns 
opened  up  fron  their  positions  on  Hill  326  (Cota  da  Merlwont)  and  Hill  361 
(Cota  d’Cbma).154 

(hi  tha  10th,  with  tha  Ganan  84th  and  let  Landwahr  Divisions  found 
solidly  installed  on  c8ta  d'Orna,  Cota  da  Morlaont ,  and  cdta  da  Roaegne, 
tha  79th  Maneuvered  on  tha  plain  in  front  of  those  heights  but  could  wake 
no  progress*  Tha  division  was  still  Inching  forward  at  1100  hours  tha 
next  Moming.l% 

In  a  review  of  tha  fighting  fron  29  October  to  11  Noveafcer,  General 
Kuhn  reported  2,697  casualties  >-463  killed,  1,483  wounded,  268  gassed, 
and  463  Missing.  In  this  caapaign,  ha  said,  "the  energies  of  tha  eoabat 
units  ware  husbanded  and  not  dissipated  so  rapidly  as  Lat  Montfaucoa]. 

155 

History,  p.  293i  Analysis,  p*  84. 

154 

History,  pp.  294  «  95. 

153 

History,  pp.  299  -  311. 
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Straggling  kept  at  a  gratifying  low  limit,"  and  the  brigades  though  some- 
what  depleted  war*  still  capabla  of  furthar  affort  whan  tha  Armistice  brought 
tham  to  a  halt.156 

Tha  report  of  tha  Division  Gas  Offiear  for  tha  month  of  November  was 

to  show  492  gat  eatat*  Tha  Division  Nodical  Gat  Offiear*  Capt.  Edgar  P. 

Sandrock,  aaid  tha  gat  hospital  had  treated  526  eatat  in  tha  period*  465  in 

tha  79th  Division  and  61  from  other  unite*  though  hospital  records  show  a 

157 

total  of  660  in  tha  79th  alone. 

Gki  tha  afternoon  and  evening  of  11  Nov  amber*  burial  Part  let  ware  tent 
out  to  taka  care  of  *the  greet  mnfeer  of  bodies  -  German,  French  Colonials* 
and  Americans  of  tha  29th,  33rd,  26th*  and  79th  Divisions"  throughout  tha 
sector  east  of  tha  Meuse.15®  That  evening  tha  German  soldiers  on  tha 
hills  sot  off  their  remaining  stores  of  rockets  and  lights  in  a  blare  of 
colored  fire  that  lasted  for  hours*  With  tha  and  of  pyrotechnics  tha 
range  of  hills  glowed  with  tha  lights  of  a  thousand  camp  fires.  Tha  next 
morning  the  Engineers  of  tha  79th  sat  up  tha  posts  and  wires  that  marked  the 

TO - 

Ltr*  CG  79th  Div  to  G  -  3  GHQ  A£F*  15  Dec,  sub*  Rpt  (79th  Div  Box  6, 

33.6). 

157 

Ltr,  Lt  Owen  Kinston  OCX)  79th  Div  to  C  CMS  Daf  Div,  1  Dec*  aubi  Monthly 
Rpt  for  Nov,  and  atchd  Monthly  Rpt  of  Gas  Casualties  (79th  Div  Box  202*  319»1)| 
Ltr,  DMGO  to  Mad  Dir  CMS,  16  Nov,  subs  Rpt  (GAF  -  79th  Div)»  Analysis,  P*  84. 

158 

History*  p.  330. 
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Halt  of  th*  Aaarican  advanca*^ 

Soaat iaa  about  noon  on  12  Novoabor  alaoat  200  Goman  aoldlara  approachad 
tho  wira  of  tha  79th,  dotlrlng  "to  talk,  glva  elgarattaa  and  aingla  with  our 
■an."  Thoy  war#  drlvan  off,  In  ioat  lnataneaa  at  rlfla  point.  Tha  faalinga 
of  tha  79th  warn  raportad  aa  not  at  all  frlandly,  and  tha  anaay  aada  no  furthar 
attaapt  to  fratamlza.160 

On  tha  day  aftar  Chrlataaa  1918  tha  eoluana  of  tha  79th  Dlvlalon  bagan 
tha  long  aarch  waat,  ataglng  hot  ward.  Ch  10  January  lta  154th  FA  Brigada 
jolnad  tha  dlvlalon  naar  Chauaont.  Tha  art 1 liar ywan  coaplalnad  bittarly 
that  without  tranaportation  thay  had  navar  got  into  action.  In  thalr  four 
■onths  ovaraaaa  thay  had  "ahot  up  tha  chocolata  lino”  and  that  waa  all.161 


159 

Salvaga  opart t Iona  of  tha  313th  Inf  alona  that  waak  brought  In  481  U  S 
rlflaa,  108  Gaman  rlflaa,  102  U  S  gat  aaaka,  and  30  Garaan  gat  aaafca 
(Salvaga  llat,  315th  Inf,  In  79th  Mv  Box  19,  33*6). 

160 

Itr,  Aaat  Inap  Gan  lot  Amy  to  Inap  Gan  lot  Amy,  16  Nov,  aubi  Fra tar* 
nixing  with  tha  Brxmy  (79th  Div  Box  11,  66.3). 

161 


Hittary,  p*  345 


analysis 


79th  Division  fiuaiiUu 

The  division  history  recorded  four  ssts  of  figures,  ringing  between 
6.136  and  8,684,  representing  total  casus It its  of  ths  79th  in  World  tor  I, 

169 

on*  of  which  is  shown  in  Table  No.  1  sines  it  distinguished  gas  casualties* 

Table  No.  1 

TOTAL  CASUALTIES  BASED  ON  79TH  DIVISION  RSC0RD6 


Sector 

313th  Inf 

r 

314th  Inf 

315th  Inf 

•— 

316th  Inf 

&  Date 

K 

R 

G 

K 

N 

G 

K 

N 

G 

K  R 

G 

Montfaucon 

171 

779 

114 

104 

47-2 

108 

140 

608 

143 

170  703 

155 

(26  -  30  Sep) 
Troyon 

6 

39 

106 

4 

30 

22 

7 

42 

17 

14  62 

90 

(8-25  Oct) 
Grande  Montagne 

40 

233 

63 

100 

315 

93 

121 

327 

76 

151  441 

170 

(29  Oct  -  11  Nov) 
No  date 

5 

82 

0 

5 

38 

0 

4 

0 

0 

11  0 

0 

Total 

222 

1,133 

283 

213 

855 

223 

2^2 

W 

236 

346  1,206 

415 

. 

MG  Bn. 

304th  Eng 

K 

TOTAL 

R 

G 

Montfaucon 

23 

9i 

27 

1 

21 

47 

6Q9 

2,674 

594 

Troyon 

0 

34 

6 

0 

2 

8 

31 

209 

249 

Grande  Morttagne 

21 

45 

14 

2 

13  ' 

0 

435 

1,374 

416 

No  date 

2 

72 

0 

0 

0 

2 

27 

192 

2 

Total 

46 

242 

47 

3 

36 

57 

1, 

,102 

4,449 

1,261  - 

6,812 

To  this  total  of  6,812  battle  casualties  should  be  added  approximately  1,600, 


the  number  reported  in  other  casualty  lists  as  captured  or  Missing,  for  a  final 
total  of  8,412. 


History,  pp.  424  -  27*  the  Table  above  is  on  p.  427.  Shipley  Thomas, 

A  History  of  the  A.E.F.  (New  York,  1920,  p.  471,  records  1,396  battle  deaths, 
80  captured,  and  6,114  wounded,  for  a  total  of  7,690  casualties* 
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The  Battle  Monuments  Comal  asion  study  of  tha  79th  Division,  which  in¬ 


cludes  9as  cases  with  the  wounded,  oadts  casualties  incurred  tdille  the 
division  was  in  the  Troyon  sector*  Kith  this  aaiission,  total  casualties 
(killed  and  wounded)  are  reported  as  6,418*  Casualties  in  the  artillery 
units  attached  to  the  division  fro*  26  Septea&er  to  11  Nov  sober  total 
another  154.*^* 

There  appears  to  be  little  correlation  between  these  store  or  less  of¬ 
ficial  casualty  figures  and  the  adoisslon  lists  of  the  field  hospitals, 
where  the  wounded  coee  to  not  such  sore  than  half  these  other  coepilations, 
and  gas  casualties  are  over  600  sore  than  in  official  counts  (Table  No.  3). 

A  coeparison  of  gaa  casualty  figures  during  the  three  phases  of  79th  Div¬ 
ision  operations  aakes  the  difference  clear*165 

P Vi,  Rlfrortl  Ned  Dept  Stats*  HoaP  Admissions 
Montfaucon  594  4/3  466 

Troyon  249  359  799 

Grande  Montagne  418  428  660 

1,261  lTaST  i7 555” 

The  discrepancies  in  the  figures  for  the  Troyon  and  Grand  Montagne  caepalgns 

are  only  partially  explained  by  the  inclusion  of  374  sen  fros  the  26th  Div¬ 
ision  artillery  in  the  hospital  admission  total  of  799.  No  evidence  of 
«K> ole sale  changes  of  diagnosis,  to  account  for  final  sedlcal  statistics,  has 
been  found* 

79th  Div  of  CPns  in  the  World  War  (Washington,  D  C,  1944),  p.  34. 

165 

Ltr,  Capt  N.  L.  Bull,  DGO  79th  Div  to  C  CIS,  29  Jah  1919,  sub*  Gee  His 
of  79th  Div  (79th  Div  Box  212),  found  evidence  in  DGO  records  for  only  717 
gas  cases  out  of  7,552  battle  casualties  including  captured  and  adsslng* 

Of  these  717,  161  occurred  at  Montfaucon,  246  at  Troyon,  and  268  in  the 
Grande  Montagne* 
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0 

2 

0 

98  \ 

2 

0 

1 

4 

138  j 

14 

0 

2 

54 

267  * 

3 

0 

2 

29 

257 

12 

2 

3 

81 

232 

24 

7 

8 

251 

663 

2 

0 

4 

15 

76 

0 

2 

1 

12 

4  \ 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 


19-»  Oct 


0 

33 

0 

83 

2 

0 

0 

105 

1 

150 

4 

1 

0 

16 

0 

48 

0 

2 

0 

4 

2 

7 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

32 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

5 

0 

0 

Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 

10  Nov 

11  NOV 


10  1 

1 

0 

163 

11 

0  0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0  0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0  0 

8 

19 

14 

15 

3  8 

1 

21 

6 

4 

1  10 

5 

8 

3 

6 

9  13 

0 

3 

4 

17 

13  21 

6 

26 

87 

79 

10  18 

26 

62 

54 

84 

8  15 

19 

56 

50 

77 

48  7 

27 

35 

21 

40 

40  56 


6  7  12  52 
0  13  12  58 


88  191  130  230 


)  0 

1 

12 

27 

>  0 

0 

19 

46 

i  1 

11 

114 

161 

>  11 

0 

107 

181 

i  13 

6 

105 

212 

L  5 

1 

115 

163 

1  5 

1 

67 

112 

25  110 


79th  Dlv  FH  313  (Nod  Dopt  Box  3872),  FH  314  (Box  3874),  FH  315  (Box  3875),  FH 
316  (Box  3876) |  37th  Dlv  FH  145  (Box  6*46),  FH  147  (Box  3747),  FH  148  (Box  3749), 
4th  Div  FH  19  (Box  3463),  FH  21  (Box  3464),  FH  28  (Box  3467). 
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Th*  almost  complete  lack  of  fire  data  in  either  American  or  Geraan 
record*  in  the  opening  day*  of  the  Meuse  -  Argonne  caapaign  makes  any  kind 
of  coaputation  of  artillery  or  aaall  eras  effectiveness  impossible*  The 
same  must  be  said  for  the  final  days  of  that  caapaign,  east  of  the  Meuse, 
ahen  as  earlier  the  ^intenanc*  of  detailed  records  seems  to  have  been 
beyond  the  intelligence  forces  of  the  division*  tolls  79th  Division 
records  are  little  better  in  the  Troyon  sector,  they  are  Just  sufficient 
to  hazard  a  few  calculations* 

The  Division  Gas  Officer  accounted  for  455  gas  casualties  (including 
190  artillerymen  of  the  26th  Division  and  54  in  the  30th  Division)  in  the 
period  8-27  October.  Medical  Department  statistics  show  41  killed,  an 
unlikely  total  of  460  wounded,  and  359  gassed  in  the  division  alone  in  the 
same  period*  And  hospital  lists  record  29  wounded  and  799  gassed  (includ¬ 
ing  374  gas  cases  in  attached  artillery)* 

The  narrative  account  of  the  period  in  the  division  history  makes  th* 
total  of  799  gassed  appear  more  probably  that  the  DGO  count  of  455*  From 
mid  -  September  to  the  end  of  the  war  the  Troyon  sector  mss  kept  almost 
constantly  under  yellow  cross  gas*  Hospital  admission  lists  indicate  that 
almost  all  cases  were  brought  in  as  mustard  gas  cases,  or  suffering  from 
mustard  gas  and  chlorpicrin,  the  latter  possibly  to  explain  the  incidence 
of  respiratory  distress  from  prolonged  exposure  to  residual  mustard  gas* 

There  is  nothing  in  the  division  history  to  justify  the  Medics 1  Deport¬ 
ment  total  of  460  wounded*  Division  records  showing  31  killed  and  209 


wounded,  while  high,  ere  wore  reasonable*  Thu*  for  purposes  of  calculation, 
casualties  in  the  Troy on  sector  will  be  assuaed  as  31  killed,  209  wounded, 
and  799  gassed* 


G  -  2  counted  10,800  HE  and  1,500  gas  shells  at  Troyon  (narrative,  p* 
60),  Making  no  attsapt  to  guess  at  the  nuaber  of  gas  shells  fired  on  the 
night  of  9  -  10  October*  At  least  half  the  11,000  Lorraine  yellow  cross 
shells  fired  by  Group  CQafrras  that  night  fell  in  the  ?9th  Division  sector* 
(French  casualties  readily  account  for  the  balance  of  the  shells*)  Thus 
the  probable  total  of  gas  shells  in  the  79th  Division  sector  that  aonth 
■ust  have  been  aiaost  7,000. 

Accepting  these  figures,  a  gas  casualty  in  the  79th  Division  sector 
was  incurred  for  every  8.0  gas  shells,  an  HE  casualty  for  every  45 
shells.  And  In  this  Instance  it  is  likely  that  aiaost  all  killed  and 
wounded  were  the  result  of  artillery  rather  then  snail  eras  fire,  since 
the  eneay  conspicuously  kept  his  distance  throughout  the  period  (narra¬ 
tive,  p.  56). 


fejn°ni  ijicad* 

SBfeiMI  9i  Vwiqaaont  and  Experience 
The  79th  Division,  perhaps  the  greenest  division  to  juap  off  in  a 
aajor  operation  of  the  AEF,  was  given  Montfaucon,  the  aost  foraidable  ob¬ 
stacle  on  the  First  Amy  front, to  assault*  Its  raw  troops  were  to  take 
Montfaucon,  six  kiloaeters  distant,  in  as  Many  hours  and  continue  for 
another  three  kiloaeters  to  the  day's  final  objective* 


"The  troop*  not*  tirod  riien  thty  want  into  tho  fight,"  Mid  Colonel 
Oury,  compandor  of  tho  314th  Infantry,  "[after]  a  week  or  wore  In  tho 
wood*  with  wot  clothe*  and  wot  feats  they  wade  a  long  notch  tho  night 
before  going  in,  without  any  aloop,  and  wont  over  tho  top  after  [an 
interne J  bowharfrwnt.  For  green  troop*  it  wo*  quite  an  ordeal*"  They 
wet  heavy  artillery  fire  heavily  nixed  with  go*  for  the  firet  tine  Just 
after  the  capture  of  Montfaucon  on  the  27th.  It  wee  thia,  after  the 
struggle  through  the  enany  defenses  and  the  subsequent  isolation  from 
their  supplies,  that  finally  destroyed  the  nerale  of  the  units* 

"Troop*  with  three  nonths'  service  will  stand  the  ordeal  but  a  short 


In  the  spring  of  1919,  Col.  book*  Payne,  surveying  the  battlefield 
on  behalf  of  the  Historical  Section,  AEF,  Mid  of  the  prospect* 


I  stood  on  the  jumping-  off  trench  near  Avocourt  and  imagined  wyaelf 
equipped  with  a* ...gun,  a  bag  of  aununltlon  and  other  inpedlnonts  aggre¬ 
gating  30  or  60  pounds ...added  to  the  conditions  of  rain,  fog,  nud,  pools 
of  water,  dense  underbrush,  fallen  trees,  the  need  to  neve  straight 
ahead  without  choosing  a  detour,  and  the  lurking  presence  behind  every 
unknown  cover  of  a  stubborn  eneey  araod  with  a  ea chine  gun... Land  felt J 
astonishment  and  adalration  that  the  infantry  succeeded  in  getting  for¬ 
ward  even  as  fast  and  as  far  as  it  did. 


The  planning  for  the  attack,  Mid  Fbyne,  was  poor.  The  barrage  moved 
inexorably,  without  regard  for  the  progress  of  the  infantry,  for  six  hours, 
until  1103  hours,  at  which  time  it  ceased,  having  reached  its  limit,  one 
kilometer  above  Montfaucon.  The  73'*  ^ilch  were  to  have  begun  displacing 

16? 

Oiry,  Draft  Rpt  of  Opna  far  314th  Inf  and  l»8th  Brig  for  period  25  - 
30  Sep,  n.d.  (79th  Dlv  Box  18,  33.6). 


forward  at  tha  three- kilometer  line,  could  not  bo  waved  out*  "The 
six -hour  artillery  preparation  hod  converted  the  to-  called  mode 
Lin  the  V  Corpe  sector)...  into  an  effective  obstacle*. .impassable  for 
•heeled  tranaporatien. • 


In  the  79th  Division  sector*  "13  classes  of  mobile  persons  and 
things  converged  on  one  possible  road  of  advance*"  Mthin  hours  nothing 
Moved*  and  it  was  the  earning  of  26  Sept sober  before  the  guns  left  their 
positions  or  the  first  supply  train  got  threpgh^the  regimental  trains* 

By  29  Sept sob or*  said  Payne*  the  37th  and  91st  Divisions*  like  the 

79th,  had  also  becoee  "quite  worn  out  free  earthing ,  fighting,  lack  of 

168 

wax*  food,  «*akened  by  gas*  and  shaken  by  bombardment." 


Conaidering  the  temin*  Army  had  set  an  impossible  task  for  V  Corps 
and  its  three  big  divisions.  And  with  green  troops  and  little  or  no 
divisional  training  in  control  or  liaison*  the  organization  of  the  79th 
Division  came  apart  as  soon  as  it  hit  resistance*  Ml  thin  hours  neither 
General  Kuhn  nor  his  Chief  of  staff,  Col.  Tenney  Ross,  had  any  idea  Uhcre 
the  forward  troops  were* 


Another  artilleryman  with  the  AEF  Historical  Section,  Col.  C*  F* 
Crain,  looking  over  the  79th  Division  records  and  the  Montfaucon  battle¬ 
field,  ou— ad  up  the  operation  briefly*  "The  infantry  of  the  79th  Div¬ 
ision  attempted  to  capture  the  German  position  with  their  bare  hands*" 


1ST" - 

Poyne.  Observations  on  Arty  Support  during  the  First  Dey  of  Attack  - 
79th  Div,  37th  Div,  91st  Div,  25  May  1919  (V  Corps  Bax  4,  18.2). 


-  91  - 


The  artillery  preparation  on  the  firat  eneny  poaltlon*  had  boon  excel~ 
lent,  but  had  boon  "not  nearly  ao  intensive"  on  the  Ctzel  Stallung,  at 
Montfaucon.  Had  the  313th  and  314th  Infantry  got  through  the  Hagen 
position  (above  the  Golfe  de  Malancourt)  sooner*  and  had  the  316th  and 
316th  Infantry  boon  utilized*  said  Crain*  oven  without  artillery  Mont- 
fa  uc  on  wight  have  boon  taken  sows  twelve  hours  earlier*  and  the  Gone  ns 
would  have  been  routed  rather  than  withdrawing  in  an  orderly  wanner  as 
they  did* 

The  artillery  fire  support  was  inadequate  the  idtole  four  days*  said 
Crain,  and  did  little  or  nothing  about  the  south  edges  of  the  Bols  de 
Beuge*  Bols  268,  Bo  is  260,  Bols  de  Cunel,  and  Bois  des  Ogons*  all  of 
which  "possessed  a  boost  perfect  fields  of  fire  on  troops  advancing  frow 
the  south."  The  79th  hadn't  a  chande*  It  wea  "specifically  relieved 
for  its  failure  to  take  Montfaucon  on  the  26th"  and  because  it  couldn't 
get  beyond  Bois  268. 

Brig.  Gen.  Pvan  M.  Johnson,  who  took  over  the  168th  Brigade  on  28 
October,  relieving  Colonel  Oury  (314th  Infantry),  its  cowwandar  since 
27  Septewber,  lap  lied  in  two  of  his  reports  that  Oury*  net  Kuhn*  had 
been  the  reel  division  coawander  of  the  79th.  "During  the  last  two 
days  of  the  [MontfauconJ  attack,"  said  Johnson,  "operations  of  the 
division  were  under  direct  control  of  Cel.  Oury."  In  the  Troyen  sector* 

16? 

Crain*  Field  Metes,  "Capture  of  Montfaucon*"  15  -  16  May  1919  (79th 
Dlv  Box  2,  18.8). 


-  92  - 


from  4  to  24  October*  ho  said*  "brigade  headquarters  (under  OuryJ  was  re- 
organized  on  the  beole  of  a  was  11  divlaiooel  staff*  end  began  to  function 
properly  at  the  cloao  of  the  period."*70 


Further  veiled  critic iaa  of  General  Kuhn  appears  in  Colonel  Sweezey's 

report  that  in  the  Troyan  sector  there  me  "too  such  wear  and  tear  upon 

the  personnel  (of  the  313th  Infantry j... due  to  holding  the  outpost  lino 
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with  an  entire  battalion* ■  And  General  Johnson  had  one  final  ward* 

again  critical  of  the  command*  In  tha  Grande  Montagna  sector  in  early 
November,  ho  said*  "  All  fomations  for  the  attack  on  Hill  378  famed 
up  in  woods  subjected  to  (intense  KE  fire J  and  heavy  concentrations  of 
gas*  which  strained  the  nor ale  and  discipline  of  our  troops  to  the  high¬ 


est  degree* 
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In  both  the  Troyon  and  Grande  Montagne  sectors*  General  Kuhn  was 
under  French  control.  He  seews  to  have  accepted  his  lot  and  French 
directives  without  question. 

General  Kuhn's  training  and  long  experience  as  sn  Arwy  engineer*  end 
his  tours  of  duty  as  military  attache  and  military  observer*  do  not  seem 

Uo 

Ltr*  Johnson  to  CG  79th  Dlv,  17  dev*  subi  Rpt  of  Opns,  158th  Brig*  26 
Sept  -  3  Oct  j  Rpt  of  Opns*  158th  Brig*  4-24  Oct*  n.d.  (both  in  79th  Div 
Box  15*  33*6). 
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Ltr*  CO  313th  Inf  to  CG  79th  Div*  18  Nov*  subi  Rpt  of  Opns  of  313th 
Inf  (79th  Div  Box  16,  33*6). 
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Rpt  of  Qpns,  158th  Brig*  25  Oct  -  8  Nov*  n.d.  (79th  Div  Box  IS,  33.6) 


-  .VjfiU,, 


to  have  qualified  hia  particularly  for  troop  caaaend.  Nothing  hat  boon 
fovnd  in  tho  records  to  indicate  that  ho  over  wrote  or  spoke  directly  to 
his  eon.  Tho  fault  nos  not  entirely  his*  Hs  never  rosily  had  tine* 

Pershing’s  obsession  with  prolonged  training,  particularly  for 
divisions  that  com  over  in  1917  and  early  1918,  certainly  did  not  extend 
to  the  79th.  By  August  1918  Pershing  was  c omitting  his  forces  alaest  as 
soon  as  they  arrived.  A  month  later  his  Any  was  fereed,  ho  had  tee 
fronts  to  son,  and  July  civilians  found  themselves  September  soldiers 
crossing  no  nan's  land. 

The  79th  apparently  never  trained  as  a  division  and  therefore  never 
fought  like  one.  The  survivors  of  the  Montfaucon  battle  were  poor 
teachers  of  tho  replacements  tho  division  received,  and  Troyan  was  no 
place  for  training.  Tho  troops  that  took  ever  tho  Grande  Nsntagno  sector 
a  nonth  after  tho  Argonno  battle  know  little  Mrs  of  liaison,  i  n— iliu 
tiona,  onony  tactics,  aachine  gun  defense,  or  gas  than  they  had  earlier. 
They  fought  bravely  but  in  tho  dark. 
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